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February 2013 

 
From the Interim Moderator ..... 
 
 

Dear Friends 

 

At the time of writing the snow is covering the ground, but the days are 

beginning to lengthen and the bulbs are coming through the ground, signs 

of hope and new life. In the calendar of the church we are in the season of 

Epiphany when we think about the revelation of Jesus to the world and 

soon we will be into Lent when we remember Jesus’ call to ministry and 

the time he spent in the desert considering the path his ministry would 

take. 

 

In the life of the congregation after the long period of inactivity awaiting 

the results of the Presbytery Plan, we are now in a period with signs of 

new life and hope. Since the Nominating Committee was formed we have 

been kept extremely busy and things have been moving very fast. I am 

happy to report that we have had some seeds of interest in the vacancy, 

which is very positive. Only time will tell whether they bear fruit or not. 

The parable of the sower comes to mind where the farmer sowed the seed 

and the seed landed on different types of ground.  The advert went out 



and some may not have noticed it;  others may have given it a passing 

glimpse but soon every day routine choked out any thought;  others may 

have gone to the stage of enquiring about the vacancy.  Only time will tell 

whether the seeds sown put down roots and begin to develop and whether, 

in the fullness of time ,bring forth fruit.   

 

 The Nominating Committee need your prayers at this time as they begin 

the process of identifying and interviewing a potential minister.   

 

Applicants too need your prayers as they discern whether they are called 

to a ministry in this congregation or not.  We hope and pray that God 

will guide them and us through this stage of the journey.  Meantime,   

I know you have enjoyed the ministry of the Rev David Adam.   

 

I hope to be with you for the Annual Stated Meeting on Sunday  

17 March. 

With best wishes 

Morag 

 

 



And from The Rev David Adams ..... 

 

Dear Friends 

I imagine you will have read children’s fairy stories at some point in your 

life - probably at bed time reading stories to your children.  And like 

most children’s stories, they would have a magic fairy who could grant 

wishes and make all sorts of wonderful dreams come true.  

Sometimes, when I read these kind of stories, I day-dream, and I wonder 

what wish I would want if I was ever transported to Fairyland.   

Well , I think that I would wish that everyone would receive the gift of 

spiritual maturity. Why?  Well, because it seems to me that having 

spiritual maturity is the key to a contented, secure and happy life. 

Spiritual maturity is many things and, like most things spiritual, not 

easily described or identified. It’s the sort of thing you recognise when you 

see it.  

For me, I think that spiritual maturity is about having an awareness of 

the presence of God - being aware that God is active in your life. It’s 

about being aware of the state of your current relationship with God.  Is 

God close by, or is he far away? 



It’s about an awareness of your own spiritual needs. Just what do you 

need to do to keep your spiritual life alive? Just what do you need to do 

to sustain your faith, to help it to grow?  

It’s about being aware of the needs of others - being conscious, not just of 

their material and physical needs, but also of their spiritual needs;  being 

aware of their need to know Christ and their need of encouragement in 

their faith. Spiritual maturity is about all these things. 

May God grant you that contented, secure and happy life.  

Rev David G Adams 

---o0o--- 

 

1 Corinthians 13:  4 - 7 

 
Love is patient and kind; 

it is not jealous or conceited or proud. 

Love does not keep a record of wrongs; 

Love is not happy with evil, 

but is happy with the truth. 

Love never gives up, 

and its faith, hope and patience never fail. 

 
(Good News Bible) 



SERVICES 

 
All services at 10.30am unless otherwise stated 

 
 

  3 March  Reader:  Sheila Robinson 
 
10 March  Sacrament of Holy Communion 

   Reader:  Ian Mitchell 
 
17 March  Reader:  Lorraine Brown 
 
24 March  Reader:  Isobel Walker 
 
31 March  Reader:  Carolyn Simpson 
 
  7 April  Reader:  Susan Bor 
 
14 April  Reader:  Alasdair McCallum 
 
21 April  Reader:  Elaine McLaughlin 
 
28 April  Reader:  Hilary Arneil 
 
   5 May  Reader:  Christine Mitchell 
 
12 May   Reader:  Jim Welsh 
 
19 May   Reader:  Elizabeth McCallum 
 
26 May   Reader:  Sheila Robinson 
 
 

---o0o--- 
 

 



SUNDAY  DUTIES  

 
Door and Banking Duties    (K,B)     Key Holder and Banking  
       (K)      Key Holder 
       (B)      Banking 

 
3 & 10 March, 28 April & 5 May 

Mrs L Brown      (K,B) Mrs R McPhee 
Mrs M Kindness   Mrs M Smith 
Mrs M Knust   Mr W Stark 
 
17 & 24 March, 12 & 19 May  
 
Mr D Young      (K)  Mrs E McCallum    (K) 
Mrs M Young      (B)  Mrs S Stenhouse     (B) 
Mrs H Arneil   Mr J Welsh 
 
31 March & 7 April, 26 May 
 
Mrs J Blackie      (K,B) Mr A Twaddle      (K,B)  
Mr C Simpson   Miss C Simpson   
Mr I Mitchell   Mrs S Bor 
Mrs E Monro 
 
14 & 21 April,  
 
Mrs I Walker      (K)  Mrs S Lyell       (B) 
Mr L Douglas      (B)  Mrs C McWilliam 
Mrs G Anderson  Mrs E Lacey  
 
 
  
Preparation and Serving Communion Elements 
(10 March) 
 
Mrs G Anderson* Mrs M Knust   Mrs S Lyell  
Mrs C McWilliam Mr W Stark  Mr J Welsh  
 
Would the person marked with an asterisk please supply the bread. 



PARISH  REGISTER 
 

Funerals  Committed to God’s merciful keeping in the sure and  
   certain hope of resurrection to eternal life. 
 
 
December Doris Cameron, 5 Ross Street, Dunfermline 
 

Isabella Graham, Leys Park Nursing Home,  
formerly of 118 Arthur Street, Dunfermline 
 

January Karen Jamieson, Dundee Care Home  

   
 
 
New Members 
 
Mrs Caroline McQueen 6 Witchbrae, Dunfermline 
    who joins us from Penicuik North 

Church 
 
 

MRS  CHRISTINA  (ENA)  LAIRD 

Sadly we have to report the death of Mrs Laird, widow of one of  
our previous ministers, the Rev.Dr Jim Laird.  Ena died on Tuesday  
22 January, and our thoughts and prayers are with her family at this sad 
time. 
 
 
LIFE  AND  WORK   

Copies of “Life and Work” are on the display stand in the 
church foyer.  Subscriptions by post are available – please see 
the magazine for details. 
 
 
 



‘THE  EATERY’  

 

Hopefully, we plan to keep The Eatery open over the 
Eater Holidays as usual, but we will be closed on Good 
Friday, i.e. 29 March. 

 
We have lost a couple of volunteers on our baking rota, so if anyone 
feels they could bake for us from time to time please let us know. 

 

Hilary Arneil 
 

 

WORDS  OF  THANKS 
 

Ena and Douglas Campbell write ...  “This is to thank you, the 
Guild and Sandra for the card, gifts and flowers.” 
 
Moira and John Jamieson would like to express their 
sincere thanks for the beautiful flowers received – also the many kind 
expressions of sympathy following the loss of their daughter, Karen.   
“It was lovely to know that others were thinking about us at this sad and difficult 
time.” 
 
George and Margo Kindness would like to thank the church for the 
kind wishes and cards received on the occasion of their recent ‘special’ 
birthdays. 
 
Maureen Smith would like to thank the church for the lovely flowers 
and she also thanks Fiona and Gail for the Senior Christmas Party. 
 

Thanks for flowers have also been received from Betty Spowart,  
John and Sheila Lyell, Mr & Mrs Watson, Agnes McCleary, 
Lilian Campbell and Eunice Lacey. 
 



YOUNG  KIRK  CLUB  

 
The YKC resumed on 16 January, when our regulars 
returned as enthusiastic as ever.   
 
Our story theme will follow the life and ministry of 
Jesus leading up to Easter. 
 
All children of primary school age are most welcome. 

Elizabeth McCallum 
 

WALKING  GROUP 
 
This will be the fourth year of the group when we start 
again in March 2013. 
 
After so many walks, it is becoming difficult to find 
new routes within 30 and 45 minutes of Dunfermline.  In some months 
then, we may have to travel further afield, unless we repeat some of our 
previous routes – it is usually the same people who go each time. 
 
I suggest, however, the following programme but would welcome 
suggestions from other people as well. 
 
March  The Union Canal, starting from Tollcross or Ratho 
April  Blackness to Carriden 
May  A stretch of the Water of Leith, starting at Balerno 
June  The North Inch Perth to Huntingtower 
July   The Forth and Clyde Canal between Kilsyth and 

   Kirkintilloch 
August  Linlithgow to Bo’ness 
September The Pentland Hills, Midlothian 
October A local walk from Dunfermline to Dean Plantation,  
     Crossford 

The walks will generally take place on the last Sunday in the month. 

Charlie Downie 



FLOWER  CIRCLE 

  3 March  Mr W Stark   
10 March Mrs A Fernie 
17 March Mrs M Manning 
24 March Flower Fund 
31 March Session 
 
March Distribution:  Mrs Jane Blackie   

  7 April Mrs S Ross 
14 April Men’s Group 
21 April Craft Group 
28 April Bellyeoman Toddlers 
 
April Distribution:  Volunteers   
  
  5 May  Mrs E McCallum 
12 May  The Eatery 
19 May  Mrs M Knust 
26 May  Mrs J Innes 
 
May Distribution:  Volunteers 

 
If you would be willing to help occasionally with the distribution  
of flowers after the service or to donate flowers on a particular Sunday, 
please add your name to the Flower Rota on the notice board or speak 
to Ricky McPhee.  You can see her in church or give her a call on  
01383 722544. 

------- 
 
A  CHILD’S  LETTER  TO  GOD 

Dear God 

Do you get your angels to do all the work?  Mummy says we are her angels and we 
have to do everything. 

Love Maria 



YOUR  OFFERINGS 
 
September Communion 
 
As stated in the last edition of Concord, the retiring 
collection at the September Communion raised the sum of £62.25 for 
Alzheimer’s Scotland, and the following is an extract from their letter of 
thanks. 

“...As you are aware, all ... donations help Alzheimer Scotland to maintain and 
develop its work helping people with dementia and their carers and families in Fife.  
This income makes a significant difference to the support we can give to families 
locally, and every amount helps to make a difference.” 
 
Christmas Services 
 
The Christmas Carol Concert and Christingle services raised £131.68, 
which has been sent to Bethany Christian Trust.  The following is an 
extract from their letter of thanks. 

“We are very grateful for this generosity from your Church, which enables us to 
provide vital services for homeless and vulnerable people such as the Bethany Drop-in 
Centres in Dunfermline and Methil.  Please pass our thanks on to everyone who 
attends the Church for their kind gift.” 

 
 
FUNDRAISING 
 
The Christmas hamper was won by Isobel Walker and this 
raffle raised £147 for church funds. 

The Cake & Candy stall will continue to be held on the 
third Sunday of each month. 

There will be a concert on Friday 12 April – further details and tickets 
will be available soon. 

Many thanks to everyone for their continued support. 
 



ECO  CORNER  
 
If you are interested in the relationship between Faith 
and the Energy Crisis, Neil Hollow, a member of the  
eco congregation at St Paul’s and St George’s Episcopal 
Church in Edinburgh, has written a book with Andy 
Mellen called “No Oil in the Lamp”. It is published by Darton, Longman 
and Todd and costs £12.99. 
 

Hilary Arneil 
 
 

 
THE  GUILD  
 

The Guild resumes on Tuesday 5 February and a warm 
welcome awaits anyone wishing to join us. 
 
The programme for the remainder of the session is as follows: 
 
  5 February Cyclists Rambling and Touch & Go 

19 February Project Speaker 

  5 March World Day of Prayer 

19 March  The Smiles Foundation 

  2 April Spring Lunch and Home Baking Stall 

16 April AGM – The Rev David Adams  

  7 May  Sailors Society and Bring & Buy 

21 May  Outing 

------- 

 
“The love of God is like the ocean – you can see its beginnings, 

but not its end.” 
 



LADIES  GROUP 
 
The November meeting saw the return of Evelyn 
Haig, a very talented lady who spends a lot of her time 
making all sorts of Christmas decorations including 
snowmen, cards, calendars etc. all in aid of her chosen 
charity. On this occasion she demonstrated how to make gift boxes - 
which looked simple until we attempted to try it! As usual she arrived 
with a large quantity pancakes which were demolished by everyone!  She 
made a substantial amount from the sale of her many decorations.  

In December we held our traditional Christmas meal in the Garvock 
House Hotel. A thoroughly enjoyable evening.  

The first meeting of 2013 was a visit to the Green Room restaurant for 
a cocktail demonstration. This proved very successful with groups 
participating in the making and tasting of the cocktails. Neil, the 
proprietor and chef  made us very welcome and provided a very tasty 
hot buffet - most appreciated on a very cold January night. There's no 
doubt we'll be back!  

Future meetings: 

February  -   Nails by Suzi 

March      -   Second Chance Kennels 

 
An Irish Blessing 

 
Count your blessings instead of your crosses 

Count your gains instead of your losses 
Count your joys instead of your woes 

Count your friends instead of your foes 
Count your laughs instead of your tears 
Count your courage instead of your fears 
Count your full years instead of your lean 

Count your kind deeds instead of your mean 
Count your health instead of your wealth 

Count on God instead of yourself 
 



HARVEST THANKSGIVING 
 
The following is an extract from a letter received from 
Christian Aid ... 
 
“With your invaluable support this harvest, Christian Aid partner 
Support Society is able to help communities like the one Hansi Bai belongs to.  A 
year after her husband died, Hansi learnt about the work of Support Society.  With 
their guidance, Hansi Bai and her whole community are now able to safely access the 
land on which they live and earn a living from the wealth of resources available in the 
forest, such as honey from beehives and vinegar from plums.  With training comes 
safety from the harassment of forest officials; and with secure access to the forest comes 
a rich harvest that can provide food not only for their own families but can offer an 
income that means vital medicines and clothing can be bought.  Together, we are 
achieving great things in India through the tireless work of our partners and 
wonderful commitment of Christian Aid supporters and churches in Great British 
and Ireland. 
 
...and the following comes from the Children’s Hospice Association 
Scotland (CHAS) ... 
 
“...By taking the time to support CHAS, you are helping families across Scotland 
make the most of the precious time they have with their children, whose lives will 
sadly be shorter than most. 
 
In CHAS retail we are eagerly awaiting the opening of our new CHAS shop in 
Byres Road, Glasgow.  Selling vintage and contemporary fashion designs and 
accessories, the Byres Road shop along with our Kinross shops, online shop and eBay, 
will showcase donated and new goods for sale, profits from which contribute to the 
£21,000 target needed every day to run the hospice services. 
 
...Without your support, special moment for the children, young people and their 
families using our hospice services would not be possible.” 
 
 
 
 



CHRISTIAN  AID 
 
Forth Bridge Cross 
 
This year’s Bridge Cross will take place on Saturday 20 April starting at 
2pm. 
 
After last year’s 40th cross, when a fantastic £42,897 was raised, it is 
hoped that people will again get together in groups to play their part in 
the fight against global poverty and injustice. 
 
I have the registration form and sponsor forms now so am ready to take 
names! Please put the date in your diaries. 
 

Isobel Walker 

 
---o0o--- 

 

 

 

May the sun bring you new energies by day. 

May the moon softly restore you by night. 

May the rain wash away any worries you may have. 

May gentle breezes refresh your soul. 

And all the days of your life 

May you walk gently through the world and know its wonders. 

 

 

 
 



CRAFT  GROUP 
 
The Craft Group meets on a Thursday, from 2.30pm 
to 4.30pm.  Anyone with an interest in craft – of 
whatever kind – will be made most welcome.  If 
you’re now sure if this is for you, what not come 
along just for a chat and to see what’s going on.   
 
Following the sale of our handmade cards of the banners, we have been 
able to make a donation of £100 to the church.  Thanks to everyone 
who supported this venture.   
 
For further information about the Craft Group, please contact 
Eunice Lacey on 01383 745828. 
 
 

PASTORAL  CARE  COMMITTEE 
 
The Christmas Party was a great success and was very 
much enjoyed by all who came along.  Thank you to 
everyone who helped to make the afternoon such a 
success and to Inverkeithing Community Big Band 
who came and entertained us. 
 
On behalf of the church, many thanks for all donations received. 
Without such generosity this party would not be possible. 
 
The Christingle service was once again very well attended by young and 
old alike and set everyone up for Christmas - thanks to Susan and 
Carolyn who provided the delicious mince pies afterwards!  Thanks 
must also go to the dishwasher, who did a sterling job. He knows who 
he is ! Will purchase marigolds for you next year ! 
 
With very best wishes to you all. 
 

Fiona Todd 
 



ONLY  GOD  CAN  MAKE  A  TREE 

 
Sidney Page was a boy of 10 when he took a “conker” home.  He borrowed a glass 

jar from his mother, filled it with water and put his conker on top.  Then he set it in 

a sunny window to grow. 

 

Day by day Sidney watched his jar in the window of his home in the Cambridgeshire 

village of Parson Drove.  Slowly, a root began to trail into the water;  weeks passed 

and the conker shot into life.  It was growing, and a chestnut tree was being born. 

 

Sidney cherished his young tree in the glass for years.  Then he grew up;  war came 

and he joined the RAF.  The day came when he was posted away to Egypt, to leave 

behind him in the window of the cottage the “conker” growing in the glass jar. 

 

And Sidney never came home.  He was one of the heroes buried somewhere in the 

desert, but at Parson Drove his memory lives on.  They have taken his chestnut tree 

out of the glass jar and planted it on the village green where he used to play. 

 

In the years to come the tree will cast its shade over Parson Drove and the old folks 

will gather under it and talk of Sidney Page who used to be their playmate. 

 

Yet, not only will its leafy branches remind them of the young man who died for his 

country;  in seeing it they will remember that, though a small boy may plant a 

conker, “only God can make a tree”. 

 



DIRECTORY 

Interim Moderator  Morag Crawford MSc DCS 
118 Wester Drylaw Place  
Edinburgh EH 4 2TG      0131 332 2253 

or  07970 982563 
morag.crawford.dcs@blueyonder.co.uk 

Locum    The Rev David Adams      01333 351214  
 adams.69@btinternet .com  

Session Clerk   John Lyell 
    38 Main Street, Dunshalt      01337 828384 

Treasurer   Christine McWilliam    
    24 Viewfield Terrace      01383 739590 

Roll Keeper and Stewardship Sheila Lyell 
    38 Main Street, Dunshalt      01337 828384 

Organist   Elaine McLaughlin      01383 729316 
Church Office Secretary Nancy Dunlop       01383 841660 
Email address   staechurch@standrewserskine.org.uk  
Fabric    Jim Welsh       01383 419785  
Communication (Editor) Eunice Lacey       01383 745828 
Sunday School   Susan Keenlyside      01383 620698 
Crèche Co-ordinator  Christine Mitchell      01383 724267 
The Guild   Elizabeth McCallum      01383 726095 
Pastoral Care   Fiona Todd       01383 728057 
Hospitality   Hilary Arneil       01383 852317 
Gift Aid   George Walker        01383 720637 
Partner Plan Correspondent Carolyn Simpson      01383 720651 
Christian Aid   Isobel Walker       01383 720637 
Flower Convener  Ricky McPhee       01383 722544 
Safeguarding   Sandra Stenhouse      01383 728116 
Brownies   Sonia Graham       01383 514179 
Rainbows   Sonya Russell       01383 725313 
Bellyeoman Toddlers  Lynn Grant       07740 169324 
Ladies Group   Ricky McPhee       01383 722544 
Men’s Group   Alex Twaddle       01383 737478 
Craft Group   Eunice Lacey       01383 745828 
Walking Group   Charlie Downie       01383 724728 
 

Scottish Registered Charity No SC007302  
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