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DEADLINES 
 

 All intimations for inclusion in the Sunday Order of Service 
should be handed into, or emailed to, the church office by 
9.15am on Thursday mornings. 

      Church email address:  staechurch@standrewserskine.org.uk 
 

 Items for the Winter edition of ‘Concord’ should be with the 
Editor by Sunday 23 February 2014.         

Concord email address: concord@standrewserskine.org.uk 
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November 2013 

 
From the Minister ..... 
 
                  “Endings and Beginnings” 

Dear Friends 

The past few weeks seem a bit of a blur as I think about how 
much I’ve done in leaving Alloa and arriving in Dunfermline. 
All our goods and chattels were packed up, some stuff thrown out, and plans made 
for setting up home in the lovely manse you have prepared for us. 

We have certainly felt most welcome, and the Induction Service and Social was the 
icing on the cake – and what lovely cakes! So many new friendly faces to make Alan 
and me and our friends and family feel really welcome. It was good to see a crowd 
from Alloa too to say their final farewells. 

I’ve been blessed by so many gifts and cards, messages of support and encouragement 
at this special time of beginning a new ministry with you, and I’m sure we are going 
to work and play well together.  

Your generous cheque will go towards buying a new tablet computer, which will 
hopefully help in my work in the congregation and beyond. 

I appreciate that you have been waiting a long time for a new minister and I am 
really looking forward to getting to know as many of you as possible and taking up 
the challenge of this new ministry among folk who seem to be ready and eager for this 
next stage in the life of the congregation.  

I am keen to get involved both in the life of the church and of the local community, 
and am sure that over the next weeks and months we will get to know one another, 
as we start on this new stage of our journey of faith and life. Some things may change, 
some will stay the same, but, as we are all called to go forward in faith, we can be 
sure that God will be with us. As he has brought us together for this ministry, we 
can be sure of his guidance when we put our trust in him. 

With my love and prayers 

 



  

From David ...... 

Dear Friends 
 
Rosemary, Sarah and I want to thank you so much for the kind words that were 

said and the gifts you gave us on the night of Muriel's induction;  we really do 

appreciate them very much. 

Every time I use the pen set I will think of you all, and I plan to use the cheque to 

fund some photographic equipment I have had my eye on for a while! Rest assured it 

will be put to good use!  Sarah has put the present she received from the Sunday 

School in her bedroom, where it has pride of place, and Rosemary's flowers are 

decorating our living room. 

We all felt very privileged to have spent the last two years with you and to have 

shared your journey through the vacancy and into the next stage of growth for  

St Andrew’s Erskine. We are sure that, with Muriel to lead you, you will go on 

from strength to strength. 

Thank you again for all your kindness and support over the last two years. and we 

hope that it will not be too long before we see you again.  

In the meantime do remember that, despite what some members of the congregation 

may say, Cowdenbeath is the best football team in Fife!! 

 

Take care and may God bless you all. 

 

David, Rosemary and Sarah 



  

And from Morag ..... 

Dear Friends, 

Just a note to say thank you for the beautiful orchid plant I received at the induction 
social and also the flowers  I received after the Sunday service.  The Induction Service 
and Social were very happy events, and I wish you and Muriel all the very best as 
you minister together in the community. 

I would like to take this opportunity too to say thank you to John Lyell, all the office 
bearers and the members of the Nominating Committee for all the help and support 
they gave me over the last two years as Interim Moderator.  With their continued 
commitment during the vacancy and that of yourselves as a  congregation ,  
St Andrew’s Erskine is in a good place to go forward with Muriel as your minister. 

Wishing you every blessing for the future, 

Morag 
 
 
 

PARISH  REGISTER 
 

Funeral Committed to God’s merciful keeping in the sure and certain hope 
of resurrection to eternal life. 

  
September 
 
Mr John Wishart  Grantsbank Care Home, Dunfermline 
 
 
New Members 
  
Mrs Agnes Salmond 15 Kilmartin Way, Dunfermline  

Mr Charles Stewart 21 Bridges View, Dunfermline  

Mrs Doreen Keith 18 Kenmure Place, Dunfermline  
 

 



  

SERVICES 

 
All services at 10.30am unless otherwise stated 

 
 

  1 December  Reader: Isobel Walker  

  8 December  Sacrament of Holy Communion 

Reader:   Carolyn Simpson 

15 December  Reader:   Susan Bor 

22 December  Reader:   Alistair McCallum 

29 December  Reader:   Elaine McLaughlin 

  5 January  Reader:   Hilary Arneil 

12 January  Reader:   Christine Mitchell 

19 January  Reader:   Jim Welsh 

26 January  Reader:   Elizabeth McCallum   

2 February  Reader:   Sheila Robinson 

  9 February  Reader:   Ian Mitchell 

16 February  Reader:   Lorraine Brown 

23 February  Reader:   Isobel Walker 

 



  

SUNDAY  DUTIES  

 
Door and Banking Duties    (K,B)     Key Holder and Banking  
       (K)      Key Holder 
       (B)      Banking 

 
1 December, 19 & 26 January 

Mrs I Walker      (K)  Mrs S Lyell       (B) 
Mr L Douglas      (B)  Mrs C McWilliam 
Mrs G Anderson  Mrs E Lacey  
 

8 & 15 December, 2 & 9 February 

Mrs L Brown      (K,B) Mrs R McPhee 
Mrs M Kindness   Mrs M Smith 
Mrs M Knust   Mr W Stark 
 
22 & 29 December, 16 & 23 February 
 
Mr D Young      (K)  Mrs E McCallum    (K) 
Mrs M Young      (B)  Mrs S Stenhouse     (B) 
Mrs H Arneil   Mr J Welsh 
 

5 & 12 January 

Mrs J Blackie      (K,B) Mr A Twaddle      (K,B)  
Miss C Simpson   Mrs E Monro 
Mr I Mitchell   Mrs S Bor 
 

  
Preparation and Serving Communion Elements 
(8 December) 
 
Mrs M Smith*  Mrs  Arneil  Mr D Young  
Mrs E McCallum Mrs E Munro  Mrs S Stenhouse   
 
Would the person marked with an asterisk please supply the bread. 

 
 



  

THE  GUILD  
 

The Guild resumed on 10 September, and the programme 
for the remainder of the session is as follows: 

  5 November The Samaritans 
19 November Jane Austen – her life and work 
  3 December Christmas Talk and Christmas Baking Sale 
17 December Christmas Lunch 

Also, on Sunday 17 November, the Guild will be taking the church 
service. 

The Guild will resume on Tuesday 4 February 2014 with a speaker from 
the Guild Project – “Out of Africa into Malta”. 
 
 
YOUR  OFFERINGS 
 
September Communion 

The retiring offering of £52.10 has been sent to the 
Erskine Hospital. 
 
 
‘THE  EATERY’ 

The Café will be closed over the Christmas period, 
with the last opening on Friday 20 December;  it will 
reopen for business on Thursday 9 January 2014.   

A very merry Christmas to all our customers!  

Hilary Arneil 

STAMPS 
 
With Christmas coming up, please keep your used stamps and place 
them in the basket at the church door.  They are then sent to charity. 

Please remember to leave a small border around the stamps. 

Linda Russell 



  

CRAFT  GROUP  
 
The Craft Group meets on a Thursday, from 2.30pm 
to 4.30pm.  Anyone with an interest in craft – of 
whatever kind – will be made most welcome.  If 
you’re not sure if this is for you, why not come along 
just for a chat and to see what’s going on.   
 
For further information about the Craft Group, please contact 
Eunice Lacey on 01383 745828. 
 
 
WALKING  GROUP 
 
The Group has enjoyed several lovely walks this 
summer as the weather has been perfect on every 
occasion. Numbers have varied from 6–12 (plus one 
dog!) and more are always welcome. 

The final walk of 2013 will be a local one and will take place on Sunday, 
1 December, meeting in the church car park at 1.30pm as usual to share 

transport.  

Charlie Downie 

 

FUNDRAISING 
 
The Afternoon Tea was extremely well attended and raised 
£1,002 for church funds. 
 
The hand-crafted Advent Calendar raised £73 and was won by  
Mrs Rita Fernie of Crossford. 
 
Many thanks to everyone who supported these fundraisers. 
 
Raffle tickets are now on sale for our Christmas Hamper, and orders are 
also being taken for homemade Christmas cakes. 



  

ECO  CORNER  
 
Here are some ideas for an environmentally friendly 

Christmas.  

 Deck your halls with real holly rather than artificial decorations. 

 Adopt an endangered animal. 

 Use the wide variety of charities who offer ethical options to 
mass produced gifts made in sweat shops abroad. 

 Visit local craft fairs for locally made goods. 

 Fair Trade and Fair Deal Trading produce many goods suitable 
for gifts. 

 If you are artistically inclined, you could recycle last year’s cards 
by making collages with them and turning them into new cards. 

 Shop at your local farmers’ market for ingredients for your 
Christmas dinner. 

Hilary Arneil 

YOUNG  KIRK  CLUB 
 
The Young Kirk Club resumed on Wednesday  
21 August, and we have 12 children attending. 
 
At present our story theme is based on the life and 
example of Jesus. 
 
In the next few weeks we will be concentrating on the Advent season. 
 
The YKC will finish the session  with their Christmas Party on 
Wednesday 11 December  and resume on Wednesday 15 January 2014. 
 

Elizabeth McCallum 



  

PASTORAL  CARE 
 
I hope this finds everyone in good spirits. 

We will soon be thinking about Christmas, and I will be 
looking for lots of helpers to support me in putting 
together the Senior Christmas party. If you can help with any part of the 
organising it would be much appreciated. 

I am hoping that this event will take place on Saturday 14 December, 
and invitations will be sent out in due course. If you know of anyone 
who would like to come to the party please let me or Gail know. 

The Christingle service will be on Sunday 22 December at 6 pm.  
This is a family service where we invite everyone to come along to 
decorate their Christingle before we celebrate with the lighting of the 
candles. The boys and girls of the Sunday School will help us 
understand the meaning of the Christingle. 

There will be festive mince pies, tea, coffee and hot chocolate after the 
service, and it is an opportunity for young and old to come together to 
make Christingles and celebrate Christmas. 

Fiona Todd 
 

HARVEST THANKSGIVING 
 
The Harvest Envelopes raised £223 which was divided equally 
between CHAS (Children’s Hospice Association Scotland) and 
Christian Aid .  In addition, the food items donated were sent to 
Fife Women’s Aid SC011689, and we have received the following letter from 
them: 

“I am writing to thank everyone at St Andrews Erskine Church for your generous 
donation of food from your harvest thanksgiving collection. 

These items will be distributed amongst the women and families we are currently 
working with. 

Your donation is a great help and is very much appreciated by all. 

Thank you for your on-going commitment and support towards our work with 
women, children and young people who experience abuse.” 



  

LADIES  GROUP 
 
The first meeting of the season was a talk by ex 
Police Superintendent, George Beattie, and was 
entitled "Tales from the Beat". 

This turned out to be a hilarious evening with George 
selecting the most humorous of his career. It was good to see a good 
turnout of new and existing members.  

The October meeting was a visit by a craft demonstrator who showed 
us the basics of making jewellery and cards. 
 
Future events 
 
11 November The Kingdom Singer 

This is a fundraising event and tickets (£2 including 
refreshments) are available from  committee members: 
Theresa, Mary or Linda.  

9 December is the Christmas Meal, and the balance is due at the 
November meeting. 
 
Carol Singing 
 
The Ladies Group is also organising a carol singing evening when we 
will be singing in streets around the church, and we invite members of 
the congregation to join us. 

We have approached the Dunfermline Town Band and hope some of 
them will come with us as well. 

This takes place on Thursday 19 December, meeting at the church at 
6.30pm.  We hope to sing till about 9pm and then go back to the 
church for hot drinks. 

We will be collecting for the local charity “Circle of Comfort”. 

Dress warmly and wear your tinsel! 

Please telephone Linda Russell on 01383 732295, if you need further 
information. 



  

FLOWER  CIRCLE 

  1 December Mrs E Lacey   
  8 December Mrs L Russell 
15 December The Guild 
22 December Men’s Group 
29 December Mrs M Harding 

December Distribution:  Maureen Smith  

  5 January Mrs R Watson    
12 January Mrs I Walker 
19 January Mrs R McPhee 
26 January Flower Fund 

January Distribution:  Lorraine Brown    

  2 February Flower Fund      
  9 February Flower Fund 
16 February Mrs S Lyell 
23 February Mrs C McWilliam 

February Distribution:  Volunteers   
 
If you would be willing to help occasionally with the distribution  
of flowers after the service or to donate flowers on a particular Sunday, 
please add your name to the Flower Rota on the notice board or speak 
to Ricky McPhee.  You can see her in church or give her a call on  
01383 722544. 
 

 
CONGRATULATIONS 

Our congratulations go  to  
Helen Cunningham (pictured left with 
her trophy), who won the Hanging 
Basket/Container section of this year’s 
competition for Area 4 (Dunfermline).   
 
A tremendous achievement! 



  

WORDS  OF  THANKS 
 

Evelyn McGregor would like to thank the church for the 
beautiful flowers she received. (Omitted in error from last 
issue.  Ed.) 
 
Douglas and Ena Campbell write with thanks for the 
lovely flowers. 
 
From Jean Cooper ... “I am writing to say thank you to the church for the lovely 
flowers which I received yesterday.  They are really beautiful and much appreciated.  
Please convey my thanks to all concerned.  Best wishes and God Bless”  
 
Alex Twaddle would like to thank everyone for their cards and good 
wishes on the occasion of his recent ‘special’ birthday. 
 
Mary Fleming wishes to thank the church for the flowers she received 
recently – “They brightened up my new home”. 
 
Nancy Wemyss would like to say thank you for the flowers, card and 
cake received for her recent birthday.  They were very much 
appreciated. 
 
Isa Bell writes ... “Thank you for the lovely flowers I received in July for my 
birthday.  Thanks for your nice thoughts.” 
 
Louis and Elaine Douglas would like to say thank you for the card and 
flowers received on the occasion of their Ruby Wedding Anniversary. 

John and Sheila Lyell would like to thank everyone for their kind 
expressions of sympathy, cards and flowers received after their recent 
bereavement. 

Fiona Todd writes ... “Can you please convey my thanks for the flowers that were 
given to Mum, Lorna and me - really appreciated and very thoughtful.” 

Isobel Ross and May Cumming have sent the following message:   
“A belated and sincere thank you for the lovely cards and flowers received for our 
birthdays.” 



  

SUNDAY  SCHOOL 

The Sunday School is looking for someone to help 
out, on a rota basis (so not every week), and keep 
track of the accounts. 
 
Unfortunately, Susan Keenlyside, who has been the organiser and 
account holder for some time now is no longer able to commit to this;  
she will, however, still be helping out occasionally.  
   
So, if there is someone who can help with the Sunday School, please 
come through to the hall on a Sunday to speak with one of the Sunday 
School teachers. 
 
Meantime, the Sunday School would like to thank Susan for everything 
she has done for the children and young people in the church. 

 
LIFE  AND  WORK   

Copies of “Life and Work” are on the display stand in the 
church foyer.  Subscriptions by post are available – please see 
the magazine for details. 
 

 
JUST  LIKE  A  WOMAN ..... 

 

For the first time ever, the small rural congregation had a woman as its Minister.  
The congregation had a tradition that the senior Elders always took their new 
Minister out for a day’s fishing during his first week at the church.  With some 
trepidation , therefore, they invited the new woman Minister to join them.   

On the day appointed, when they had rowed out to the middle of the lake, the woman 
Minister realised that she had forgotten to bring her rods.  Apologising for this, she 
just stepped over the side of the boat and walked across the surface of the water to the 
bank, picked up her rods and walked on the water back to the boat.  One Elder 
turned to the other and said: 

“Now isn’t that just like a woman – forgetting her rods like that.” 



  

DIRECTORY 

Minister   The Rev Muriel Willoughby  
71a Townhill Road      01383 738487 
email:  muriel.willoughby@btinternet.com  
 

Session Clerk   John Lyell 
 
    38 Main Street, Dunshalt     01337 828384 
Treasurer   Christine McWilliam    
    24 Viewfield Terrace      01383 739590 
 
Roll Keeper   Sheila Lyell 
    38 Main Street, Dunshalt     01337 828384 
 
Organist   Elaine McLaughlin      01383 729316 
Church Office Secretary Nancy Dunlop       01383 841660 
Email address   staechurch@standrewserskine.org.uk  
Fabric    Jim Welsh       01383 419785  
Communication (Editor) Eunice Lacey       01383 745828 
Sunday School   Fiona Todd       01383 728057 
Crèche Co-ordinator  Christine Mitchell      01383 724267 
The Guild   Elizabeth McCallum      01383 726095 
Pastoral Care   Fiona Todd       01383 728057 
Hospitality   Hilary Arneil       01383 852317 
Gift Aid   George Walker        01383 720637 
Partner Plan Correspondent 
  and Stewardship  Carolyn Simpson      01383 720651 
Christian Aid   Isobel Walker       01383 720637 
Flower Convener  Ricky McPhee       01383 722544 
Safeguarding   Sandra Stenhouse      01383 728116 
Brownies   Sonia Graham       01383 514179 
Rainbows   Sonya Russell       01383 725313 
Bellyeoman Toddlers  Lynn Grant       07740 169324 
Ladies Group   Mary McCormack      01383 515188 
Men’s Group   Alex Twaddle       01383 737478 
Craft Group   Eunice Lacey       01383 745828 
Walking Group   Charlie Downie       01383 724728                            
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