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DEADLINES 
 

 All intimations for inclusion in the Sunday Order of Service 
should be handed into, or emailed to, the church office by 
9.15am on Thursday mornings. 

      Church email address:  staechurch@standrewserskine.org.uk 
 

 Items for the Autumn edition of ‘Concord’ should be with the 
Editor by Sunday 20 July 2014.   

Articles for inclusion in the magazine should be sent to the 
Editor at eunice.lacey@virgin.net 
 
 

 
--o0o--- 

 
 
A parent overheard his child praying by his bedside: 
 

“Now I lay me down to rest; 
I hope to pass tomorrow’s test. 
If I should die before I wake, 

That’s one less test I have to take.” 
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Easter 2014 

 
From the Minister ..... 
 
                   

Dear Friends 

As I write, I am basking in the glory of Easter Day. The sun is shining, and I have 

come home from one of the most uplifting services I have had the privilege of being 

part of for a long time. 

I know that Holy Week services are a new idea for you, but it has been good to plan 

and lead services that have helped us contemplate the real suffering and sacrifice of 

Jesus, which brought him not only to death but to life again, and so to appreciate the 

true joy of resurrection at Easter.  

Our Easter theme of new life, symbolised by a butterfly, is one that I hope we can all 

understand and enjoy. New life, with its vibrancy and colour, its hope for the future, 

is what Easter is all about. Even when we are suffering and facing challenging times 

with health, relationships, bereavement, finances or whatever, as Christians we know 

that we do not face these alone. God is with us and through Jesus has an insight into 

human life that no other can share.  

We are promised that new life which Jesus showed possible on the first Easter Day  - 

a new life with hope and promise for the future, because Jesus has taken away our 

fears of death and the consequences of our sins. 



  

As we accompany each other on our journey forward, I hope that we will discover 

more joys of our faith together and will find new life all around us. It has been 

inspiring and encouraging to take part recently in the Crowning Event in the Abbey, 

joining with 17 other congregations to celebrate our faith;  to join our friends in       

St Margaret’s for Easter Saturday;  to plan our Holy Week with our new Worship 

Team;  to be involved in the primary school services and in speaking to children at 

the nursery about what Easter is all about.  

When we look around, we see signs of new life all around. We have recently made    

a real connection with the Jean Mackie Centre, and that is going to be a great 

opportunity for us to share our gospel message of new life and hope. 

 I pray that this Easter season we will all be inspired and encouraged to share our 

Easter joy and await the coming of the Spirit at Pentecost with eagerness and 

expectation. 

With my love and prayers 

 
 
 

 
---o0o--- 

 

 

LIFE  AND  WORK   

Copies of “Life and Work” are on the display stand in the 
church foyer.  Subscriptions by post are available – please see 
the magazine for details. 

 



  

SERVICES 

 
All services at 10.30am unless otherwise stated 

 
 

  1 June  Reader: Lorraine Brown 

  8 June  Sacrament of Holy Communion 

Reader:   Carolyn Simpson 

15 June  Reader:   Isobel Walker 

22 June  Reader:   Susan Bor 

29 June  Reader:   Alasdair McCallum 

  6 July   Reader:   Elaine McLaughlin 

13 July   Reader:   Hilary Arneil 

20 July   Reader:   Louis Douglas   

27 July   Reader:   Christine Mitchell 

  3 August  Reader:   Eunice Lacey 

10 August  Reader:   Jim Welsh 

17 August  Reader:   Elizabeth McCallum 

24 August  Reader:   Sheila Robinson 

31 August  Reader: Linda Russell 



  

WELCOME  TEAMS 

 
Door and Banking Duties       (B)      Banking 

      (K)      Key Holder 

     
1 June,  20 & 27 July 
 
Mrs R McPhee      (B, K) Mrs M Smith (B, K)  
Mrs M Kindness   Mrs G Anderson   
Mrs M Knust   Mr W Stark 
 
8 & 15 June,  3 & 10 August 
 
Mrs M Young      (B)  Mrs S Stenhouse     (B) 
Mr D Young      (K)  Mrs E McCallum    (K) 
Mrs H Arneil   Mr J Welsh 
Mrs M Harding 
 

22 & 29 June,  17 & 24 August 
 
Mrs J Blackie      (B, K) Mr A Twaddle      (B, K)  
Miss C Simpson   Mrs E Monro 
Mr I Mitchell   Mrs S Bor 
 
6 & 13 July,  31 August 
 
Mr L Douglas      (B)  Mrs S Lyell       (B, K) 
Mrs I Walker      (K)  Mrs C McWilliam 
Mr J Lyell   Mrs E Lacey  
 
 
  
Preparation and Serving Communion Elements 
(8 June) 
 
Mrs M Kindness*  Mrs R McPhee 
Mrs I Walker   Mrs F Todd   
 
Would the person marked with an asterisk please supply the bread. 



  

PARISH  REGISTER 
 

Deaths 
 

“Jesus said ‘I am the Resurrection and the life.  Those who live and believe in me 
will never die.”  John 11: 25, 26 
 
We record, with sympathy to their families and friends, the deaths of 
the following members of our community. 
 
Andrew Johnston  Donald Streeet       3 February 
 
Elizabeth (Betty) Farquhar Roselea, Cowdenbeath      3 March 
   
Wedding 
 

 “For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and unite with his wife  
and the two will become one. So they are no longer two but one. No human being 
then must separate what God has joined together.”  Mark 10: 8,9 

Lynne Campbell and Graeme Whitelaw  

5 April at Forrester Park, Cairneyhill 

 
 
‘THE  EATERY’ 
 
Thank you to everyone who supports the café. We 
have been quite busy over the last few months, and it 
has been great to welcome our regulars and quite a few 
new customers. We will close for the summer break on Friday 27 June 
and re-open on Thursday 21 August. Please note that the café will not 
open on Thursday 22 May, as the Church is being used as a polling 
station for the European elections.  

Our next café welcome is meeting is on Wednesday 11 June at 9.30am, 
and a warm welcome will be given to anyone interested in joining our 
team. 

Hilary Arneil 



  

 

KIRK  SESSION NEWS  

As a result of the Kirk Session election, our 
new Session Clerk is Lorraine Brown and 
Deputy Session Clerk is Susan Bor.   
 
In a new venture for Concord, there will be profiles of key members of 
the congregation, this month starting with Session Clerk and Deputy 
Session Clerk. 
 
Following on from discussions at the conference in February, we held 
services for Holy Week and Easter; these were well received and will 
become part of our church calendar. 
 
Another suggestion at the conference was establishing links with the 
Jean Mackie Centre.  As a result of this, the minister and several others 
have been along, once for a chat with their members and on another 
occasion for a service, both now planned to be held on a monthly basis.  
We have received a fantastic welcome here. 
 
Plans are progressing well for our 10th Anniversary in October, when 
the whole month is to be the celebration, not just a specific day, with 
themed services and activities for all.  More information will be available 
in due course. 
 
The National Stewardship Convener, Sandra Holt, was invited to the 
April Kirk Session meeting, when she gave an enthusiastic and thought-
provoking talk on how we use our time, talents and money in a way that 
gives thanks to God for what we have.  
 
We are having a meeting in May to think about the role and 
responsibilities of elders, and Muriel and Susan will be attending the 
General Assembly for the week 17 -23 May. 
 

Lorraine 
 



  

 
ECO  CORNER  
 
The Two Mile Challenge 
  
This summer why not take up the Two Mile 
Challenge. 
 
If your destination is less than two miles, make it a walking trip. Lose 
weight, get fit, save money, reduce pollution and help the climate crisis 
all in one go. It’s not easy, but that is why it is called a challenge!  
 

Hilary Arneil  
 
THE  GUILD  
 

The Guild, which has had an average of 16 members 
attending,  has enjoyed a varied programme with 
interesting speakers and topics.  The Christmas and Easter 
lunches were also much enjoyed.  
 
We were pleased to be able to donate £200 towards our chosen Guild 
Project for this year – “Out of Africa into Malta”. 
 
Our session closes with the Guild outing to Peebles on Tuesday  
13 May, and we will resume again in September. 
 
We look forward to welcoming anyone wishing to join us. 
 

Elizabeth McCallum 
------- 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

He who asks a question may be a fool for five minutes, but he who 

never asks a question remains a fool forever. 

 

Proverbs 15: 14    “Intelligent people want to learn, but stupid people are satisfied with 

ignorance.” 

 



  

INTRODUCING ...  Lorraine Brown (Session Clerk) 
 

Lorraine grew up in Dunfermline, and her best 
school memory is playing cornet in the school 
band at Townhill primary.  She has been 
associated with Erskine, later St Andrew’s 
Erskine, church from an early age.  Mum, Cathy 
Anderson, was well known in the church Guild, 
and it was she who took Lorraine and sister 
Chrissie to Sunday School at Erskine hall church 
in Headwell Avenue.   
 
As a teenager she went to a variety of other 
churches with different friends, before deciding 
to join Erskine church with her fiancé Charlie.  

Charlie and Lorraine were the first couple married by the then new minister, 
The Rev Jim Laird, in 1974.  After a few years living outside the town, they 
moved to their present home in Garvock Hill. 
 
Lorraine was involved with Sunday School and the Young Women’s Group, 
forming life-long friendships in the process.  In 1991 she became an elder and, 
after a few years took on the role of Roll Keeper, giving her a good knowledge 
of the members in the church.   Sometime later she joined the Guild and was 
secretary for several years. 
 
Outside the church Lorraine worked for BT, in clerical support, for many 
years, first full time in Edinburgh, then part time in Dunfermline, when she 
child minded her nieces for a few years when her sister returned to work.  
That was fun – with its moments!  Later she returned to full time work in 
Kirkcaldy until redundancy/early retirement in 1998. 
 
Lorraine is a keen cyclist and has cycle-toured with Charlie around most of 
Scotland, with the odd trip to England, Wales and Ireland.  She also enjoys 
walking and gardening. 
 
Lorraine says, “It’s a privilege to have been elected Session Clerk by the Kirk Session.   
I see my main role as supporting our minister, Muriel, and working with Muriel and Susan 
in the best interests of the congregation.  We are at a new phase of our ministry – new 
minister, new session clerk, new deputy session clerk, new ideas, an enthusiastic Kirk 
Session, and I look forward to us all working together.” 



  

 ... and Susan Bor (Deputy Session Clerk) 

Susan has lived in Dunfermline for much of her 
 life with a couple of spells down in the South East, 
where the weather was better but the taste of the 
water was awful ! She has a son called David who 
 is currently studying History and English at 
 St Andrews University ( exactly the same degree  
as she completed at Aberdeen University some 28 
years previously ). Her working life has been spent 
in Human Resources in a variety of companies 
including Tesco, Granada, Royal Bank of Scotland 
and, latterly, with a German technology company 
based in Heidelberg - a very pretty, medieval, German city. She retired at the 
beginning of this year at the ripe old age of 50 and hopes to spend much less 
time travelling and much more time doing the things she loves - reading, 
gardening, cooking and golf ! She loves animals and has two Siamese cats - 
Reuben and Ollie. The latest addition to the family is Finlay, a 17 week old 
Border Collie puppy), who is proving to be quite a handful!! 

Susan has a long family history with St Andrew’s Erskine - her gran, Jean 
Steedman , will be remembered by many members of the church as an active 
and talented church member for her full 99 years lifetime. Her mum and dad, 
David and Margaret Young were married in the church in 1958 and continue 
to participate in all aspects of church life . Susan herself was baptised in 
Erskine in 1964 with her son following in 1994.  (Some of the congregation 
may remember David as a Sunday School member with his hand up to answer 
every question the minister ever asked - whether he knew the answer of not !) 
She remembers fondly Sunday School picnics, Sunday School prize giving and 
the all important sound of sleigh bells announcing that Santa was arriving at 
the Christmas parties!!  She has been an elder for ten years and is excited at 
having more time to spend in the body of the Kirk . 

Susan says, “The additional responsibility of taking on the Deputy Session Clerk role has 
come at just the right time, and I feel very honoured to have been asked to undertake this 
role.  Whilst it is early days, being able to support Lorraine and Muriel in their new roles is 
an exciting opportunity. The Church of Scotland faces many challenges in society today, and 
it is important that we adapt in order to be strong to meet those challenges, as well as to 
ensure our Kirk meets the needs of our members and our community. I feel privileged to be 
attending the General Assembly in mid May with Muriel and hope to get lots of inspiration  
to help build upon work with the Kirk session and the Congregation.” 

 



  

CHRISTIAN  AID  
 
Christian Aid week is from 11 to 17 May. However, 
since it has been increasingly difficult to find enough collectors to do  
a door to door collection, we have decided to stage an event to raise 
funds instead. This will take the form of a quiz, which will take place in 
September, when most people have returned from holiday. Meanwhile, 
Christian Aid envelopes will be given out with the orders of service for 
a couple of Sundays so that you can put in a donation with your free 
will offering, if you wish to do so. If anyone requires extra envelopes 
for friends or family, who may also wish to donate, these will be 
available in the café area.  
 
On Thursday, 5 June, Christian Aid Scotland is giving a presentation 
about its work in Cambodia. This will take place in our church and 
details will be available nearer the time in the order of service and on 
the notice board. 
 
Forth Road Bridge Walk  
 

 
 
The St Andrew’s Erskine 
walkers - just to prove we 
were there!! 
 
For the record, Lorraine 
was also there, but walking 
with another group! 
 
 

 
 

---o0o--- 

Nervous head boy reading a Lesson in School Assembly: 

“Here beginneth the first Actor of the Chaps.” 



  

WALKING  GROUP 
 
The Walking Group’s monthly walks usually take 
place on the last Sunday of the month, meeting in  
the church car park at 1.30pm to share transport.  
They are easy to moderate and do not exceed 6 
miles.  
 
The programme for the rest of 2014 is as follows: 
 
May       -   Auchterarder and Cloan Glen 
June      -   Falkland to Maspie Den 
July       -  The Forth and Clyde Canal and the River Carron 
August   -   Blackford to Auchterarder via Gleneagles 
September - Scone to Perth 
October   -  Cardenden to Sunnyside 
November - Dollar to Tillicoultry 

Charlie Downie 
 

CRAFT  GROUP 

The Craft Group meets on a Thursday, from 2.30pm 
to 4.30pm.  If you are interested in finding out what 
we do, including our charity projects, please come 
along and meet us.  
 
We would also like to see you at our Coffee Morning to be held from 
10am to 12 noon on Saturday 7 June.  Tickets priced £1 (children free) 
including refreshments are available from members of the Craft Group.  
As well as a craft sales table, there will also be a cake and candy stall and 
a display of items made by members of the group. 
 
Our session will finish with our Summer Lunch on 12 June, and we will 
resume on Thursday 21 August. 
 
For further information, please contact Eunice Lacey on 01383 745828. 
 



  

FUNDRAISING 

During the month of March we held two very 
successful fundraisers.  On 8th March we held a Coffee 
Morning which raised £508.60p, and on the 28th we 
had a very enjoyable evening, when we were 
entertained by the Dunfermline Town Band;  this 
event raised £446.   

Grateful thanks to everyone who helped on the evening and to 
everybody who supported us. 

The next venture will be a Cheese and Wine evening on 30th May.   
Further details will be available shortly on the order of service on 
Sunday mornings. 
 
 
LADIES  GROUP 
 
The season continued in February with the topic 
"Ancient Sundials in Scotland", when we had a very 
informative and enjoyable talk by Dennis Cowan. 
 
The March meeting was a talk and demonstration of 
Aromatherapy by Fiona Crowther, who informed and demonstrated 
how potions and smells could make a great advantage to our wellbeing. 
 
In April we welcomed Julie Penn from the Alzheimers/Dementia charity, 
and had a very interesting evening.  A donation of £30 from the Group 
was given to Julia for the charity, and this was much appreciated. 
 
Only two meetings left for this season: 
 
May  Painting on Feathers by Rosemary Storm 
 
June AGM and meal in The Green Room restaurant   
 
 
 



  

FLOWER  CIRCLE 

  1 June  Mrs N Dunlop   
  8 June  Mrs E Lacey 
15 June  Mrs Campbell 
22 June  Mrs E Lewcock 
29 June  Flower Fund 
 
June Distribution:  Volunteers 
 
  6 July  Miss J Taylor    
13 July  Mrs M Young 
20 July  Mrs H Arneil 
27 July  Mrs E Monro 
 
July Distribution: Mrs M Knust  
   
  3 August Mrs E Headrick      
10 August Miss C Simpson 
17 August Flower Fund 
24 August Mrs S Stenhouse 
31 August Mrs E Lewcock 
 

August Distribution:  Volunteers 
    

If you would be willing to help occasionally with the distribution  
of flowers after the service or to donate flowers on a particular Sunday, 
please add your name to the Flower Rota on the notice board or speak 
to Rikky McPhee.  You can see her in church or give her a call on  
01383 722544. 
 
 
 

 



  

WORDS  OF  THANKS 
 

Mary Fleming would like to say thank you for the lovely 
flowers she received recently.  “They were beautiful”. 
 
Moira Jamieson writes to say .... “Thank you so much for the 
beautiful flowers and cards received on the occasion of my 70th 
birthday.  They were much appreciated.” 
 
Charles Stewart wishes to say thank you for the flowers and card 
received on his recent birthday – also for the cards from friends and 
neighbours. 

Ruth Forrest writes ... “Please thank the Church for the flowers I received  
during my illness.  Also, please, thanks to the Minister, Elder and members of  
the congregation for visits, flowers and phone calls.  All were very much appreciated.” 
 
Jim Ralston writes with thanks for the beautiful flowers he received on 
his birthday.  
 
Ruth McNeill has asked that we say thank you for the flowers she 
received recently - “They were really lovely”. 
 
Esther Monro has asked that we say thank you for the lovely flowers 
and cards received on her birthday.  “They were much appreciated.”   
 
George Walker would like to thank everyone for the lovely flowers and 
good wishes he received recently when he reached his three score years 
and ten!   
 
John and Sheila Lyell write ... “John  would like to thank Muriel, the elders 

and congregation for the most generous and unexpected gift on his resignation as 

Session Clerk. It has been a pleasure to serve the church over the last twelve years 

and could not have been done without all the help and support from the elders.  

Sheila would like to say a big thank you for the beautiful bouquet of flowers, they 

were most appreciated. Thank you all once again.” 



  

Helen Wallace writes with thanks for the lovely flowers received for her 
birthday. 
 
Cathie Campbell wishes to say thanks for the birthday card and flowers 
she received recently. 
 
Grace McGuinness writes ...”I would like to say thank you very much for the 
lovely flowers I received on Mother’s Day.  They were very much appreciated and a 
lovely surprise.” 
 
Isobel Ross has asked us to say how delighted she was with the lovely 
flowers and warm wishes she received, especially coming on Easter 
Sunday.  “My thoughts are often with you all.” 
 

 
 
YOUNG  KIRK  CLUB 
 
The YKC has had a very successful and happy year, 
with 15 very enthusiastic children attending. 
 
The Prize Giving and Parents’ Night will be on 
Wednesday 11 June, and a warm welcome is extended to anyone in the 
church who would like to join us on that evening. 
 
We will resume again in August, when all P1 to P7 children will be 
made most welcome. 
 

Elizabeth McCallum 
---o0o--- 

 
 
When a young boy asked his mother why she had a few grey hairs, she 
replied that every time he was naughty, she got another grey hair. 
 
The boy thought for a while and said, “You must have been a very naughty 
girl - Grandma‘s hair is completely grey!” 



  

In March Dunfermline Presbytery organised an  
event to celebrate the story of  Christian faith within 
the Presbytery in Dunfermline Abbey.  Saturday  
22 March was the closest Saturday to the 700th 

anniversary of the crowning of Robert the Bruce -  
he was not actually crowned in Dunfermline (that 
happened at Scone) but a re-enactment took place at 
the start of the afternoon. 

Two groups took part in the pilgrimage walks to The Abbey – one 
commencing in Culross and the other, with a number of St Andrew’s Erskine 
members participating, walked from Dalgety Bay. 

Each congregation had been invited to set up a display about their church.  As 
the majority took up the offer, it was pretty cramped!  Some reflected on their 
history and others concentrated on the current chapter of the life of their 
congregations.  There was a lot of interest in The Eatery – possibly helped by 
the samples of baking and tablet attracting all ages, and also in the Young Kirk 
Club. Details of our church services and congregational groups were displayed, 
along with information about the other community groups which use the 
church facilities. A sample of the Craft Group’s wide variety of skills was also 
on display and was much admired.  

Towards the end of the event  it was alleged that there had been significant 
theft during the afternoon – Alan Willoughby appears to have a poacher’s 
jacket, capable of holding lots of leaflets and materials from other 
congregations.  It was an excellent opportunity to learn what had worked 
within other churches and to pick up ideas which may be developed and tried 
within our congregation.  

Muriel was also required to apologise for the appearance of crumbs around the 
Abbey Church  – courtesy of the trays of baking taken to stall holders and 
visitors. 

Did you know that there is a World Peace Tartan Initiative?  One recipient is 
the Dalai Lama, who had sent a message to Dunfermline through the founder 
of the Initiative “to spread the gift of kindness”.  A further message from Arun 
Gandhi encouraged us “to be the change you want to see in the world”  

The event closed with a short service with excellent singing - although some of 
us struggled with an unknown addition to Highland Cathedral! 
 

Margaret Harding 



  

“DEAR  MRS  WILLOUGHBY” 
 
The following are extracts (with original phonetic 
spelling) from letters received from P2/3 following 
their visit on 25 March to learn about what happens 
in church. 
 
 

“ ... Fanc you for showing us aroud the church and 
teling us abate Jsose ... Fanc you for teling us abate 
what God does.” 
 
“ ... My best part was the bible.  The bible has loads of pages.” 
 
“ ... You lot us that before Jesus died his friends hade wine and bread 
with him.” 
 
 “ ... I also liked the communion table but I was wondering why Jesus 
called it that because it’s a unusual name ...” 
 

 “ ... Could you plese tell the laydes that 
made the banners the banners are very 
bubuterful ... 
 
“ ... I licked the stained glass.  I licked 
the fish and the big captel A and O ...” 
 
 “ ... Theres are two things you told me, 
you move all the banners around and the 
reasons you have an organ and a piano 
because if one of them goes wonky you 
will have another one ...” 
 



  

DIRECTORY 

Minister   The Rev Muriel Willoughby  
71a Townhill Road      01383 738487 
email:  muriel.willoughby@btinternet.com  

Session Clerk   Lorraine Brown 
    91 Garvock Hill           01383 723002 

Deputy Session Clerk  Susan Bor 
    14 Knapphill       01383 731944 

Treasurer   Christine McWilliam   
    24 Viewfield Terrace      01383 739590 

Roll Keeper   Sheila Lyell 
    38 Main Street, Dunshalt     01337 828384 

Organist   Elaine McLaughlin      01383 729316 
Church Office Secretary Sonya Russell       01383 841660 
Email address   staechurch@standrewserskine.org.uk  
Fabric    Jim Welsh       01383 419785  
Communication (Editor) Eunice Lacey       01383 745828 
Sunday School   Fiona Todd       01383 728057 
Crèche Co-ordinator  Christine Mitchell      01383 724267 
The Guild   Elizabeth McCallum      01383 726095 
Pastoral Care   Fiona Todd       01383 728057 
Hospitality   Hilary Arneil       01383 852317 
Fund Raising   Myra Knust       01383 729660  
Gift Aid   George Walker        01383 720637 
Partner Plan Correspondent 
  and Stewardship  Carolyn Simpson      01383 720651 
Christian Aid   Isobel Walker       01383 720637 
Flower Convener  Rikky McPhee       01383 722544 
Safeguarding   Sandra Stenhouse      01383 728116 
Brownies   Sonia Graham       01383 514179 
Rainbows   Sonya Russell       01383 725313 
Bellyeoman Toddlers  Gill Pemberton            01383 625616 

Ladies Group   Mary McCormack      01383 515188 

Men’s Group   Alex Twaddle       01383 737478 
Craft Group   Eunice Lacey       01383 745828 
Walking Group   Charlie Downie       01383 724728  
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