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DEADLINES 
 
All intimations for inclusion in the Sunday Order of Service should be 
handed into, or emailed to, the church office by 9.15am on Thursday 
mornings. 

Church email address:  staechurch@standrewserskine.org.uk 

Items for the Winter edition of ‘Concord’ should be with the Editor by 
Sunday 2 November 2014.   

Articles for inclusion in the magazine should be sent to the Editor at 
eunice.lacey@virgin.net 

Alternatively, you may hand them directly to Eunice or telephone her 
on 01383 745828 

 
 
 
STAMPS  

Please keep your used stamps coming in.  This year they 
are going to the Church of Scotland appeal for women 
victims of domestic violence in northern Greece.  The 
money raised will go to the Greek Evangelical Church, 
who have recently opened a refuge. 

Could you please leave a border of at least 2cm around the stamps and 
– please – no damaged ones! 

Linda Russell 
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August 2014 
 

From the Minister ..... 

 
 Dear Friends 

Recently we have sung a new hymn from CH4 which has fitted in 

with our lectionary readings based on Matthew 13. The chorus particularly struck 

me as being appropriate for us as we continue to explore what God is wanting us to 

do as a congregation. 

 In our lives plant seeds of hope, 

 In our homes plant seeds of love, 

 In our Church plant seeds of joy, 

 Tell the world about God's love. 

 Tell the world about God's love. 

© 1990 Carol Dixon Used By Permission. CCL Licence No. 269235 

As we prepare to consider our responsibilities and gifts in the stewardship season 

events, culminating in our Harvest celebrations and then celebrating the 10 years 

spent in Robertson Road, this hymn helps us remember why we are here. 

The congregation was given a new building in a new area of the town to use as a tool 

to ‘tell the world about God’s love’. We have been considering how we sow seeds of 

faith as well as the hope, love and joy mentioned in the hymn and are reminded of 

Jesus’ parables about sowing seeds and how even the smallest seed can grow beyond 

expectation. We are both sowers and seeds. We can help seeds to grow to their full 

potential through our love and care for others but we are also the seeds who need to 



  

grow in faith. As you will see elsewhere in Concord, during September we will be 

having short discussion sessions over lunch on Sundays to tie in with the stewardship 

themes, and we hope as many people as possible will take up this opportunity to help 

their faith and understanding grow.  

We have so much to be thankful for and so much to give in order to build God’s 

kingdom of hope, love, joy and faith, and I look forward to working with all our 

members and others who share our vision for our community and world today. 

 
With my love and prayers 

 
 
 

 
---o0o--- 

 
HEART &  SOUL  2014   

This was held on 18 May and was a very 
enjoyable afternoon, showcasing the work of 
the church at home and abroad.   

There were plenty of children’s activities as well as a wide variety of 
music on the main stage in Princes Street Gardens for all age groups. 

Exhibitors included the Bible Society, the Iona Community, Christian 
Aid and all types of mission work.  There were stands from church 
congregations from Shetland to Peebles and even Malta. 

There were also loads of “freebies”, from pens to bags and handcrafts, 
and lots of home baking to taste. 

A great afternoon out. 

Linda Russell, Margo Kindness and Margaret Wilson 

 



  

SERVICES 
 

All services at 10.30am unless otherwise stated 
 
 

  7 September  Reader: Ian Mitchell 

14 September  Sacrament of Holy Communion 
Reader:  Lorraine Brown 

 
21 September  Reader::   Carolyn Simpson 
 

28 September  Reader:   Isobel Walker 

  5 October  Reader:   Susan Bor 

12 October  Reader:   Alasdair McCallum 

19 October  Reader:   Elaine McLaughlin 

26 October  Reader:   Hilary Arneil 

  2 November  Reader:   Louis Douglas   

  9 November  Reader:   Christine Mitchell 

16 November  Reader:   Eunice Lacey 

23 November  Reader:   Jim Welsh 

30 November  Reader:   Elizabeth McCallum 

 

 

 



  

WELCOME  TEAMS 

 
Door and Banking Duties        (B)      Banking 
           (K)      Key Holder 
     
7 September,  26 October & 2 November  
 
Mr L Douglas      (B)  Mrs S Lyell       (B, K) 
Mrs I Walker      (K)  Mrs C McWilliam 
Mr J Lyell   Mrs E Lacey  
 
14 & 21 September,  9 & 16 November 
 
Mrs R McPhee      (B, K) Mrs M Smith (B, K)  
Mrs M Kindness   Mrs G Anderson   
Mrs M Knust   Mr W Stark 
 
28 September & 5 October,  23 & 30 November 
 
Mrs M Young      (B)  Mrs S Stenhouse     (B) 
Mr D Young      (K)  Mrs E McCallum    (K) 
Mrs H Arneil   Mr J Welsh 
Mrs M Harding 
 
12 & 19 October,   
 
Mrs J Blackie      (B, K) Mr A Twaddle      (B)  
Miss C Simpson   Mrs E Monro 
Mr I Mitchell   Mrs S Bor 
 

  
Preparation and Serving Communion Elements 
(14 September) 
 
Mr I Mitchell*  Mrs S Bor  Mrs E Lacey 
Mrs E Monro  Miss C Simpson Mr A Twaddle  
 
Would the person marked with an asterisk please supply the bread. 

 



  

PARISH  REGISTER 
 
Deaths 
 
“Jesus said ‘I am the Resurrection and the life.  Those who live and believe in me 
will never die.”  John 11: 25, 26 
 
We record, with sympathy to their families and friends, the deaths of 
the following members of our community. 

 

Philip Wallace   Wardlaw Way, Oakley                31 May  
Bunty Neaves     Matthew Fyfe Care Home                 23 July              
Christina Heatherwick  Member Townhill and Kingseat        30 July   
Millicent Barker            Burntisland (St Margaret’s member)   1 August 
 

Dedication 

 “Jesus said ‘Whoever welcomes this little child in my name welcomes me; 

and whoever welcomes me also welcomes the one who sent me.’” 

Luke 9:  47,48 
 
Lewis Thompson Kenmure Place   Sunday 27 June 
 
(A service of dedication includes a blessing for the child and his family and recognises 
the child as a gift from God but does not require parents to promise to bring the child 
up in the church. This service, which has been part of the liturgy of the Church of 
Scotland since 2003, differs from a baptism but is still an important occasion for the 
congregation to welcome a family into its orbit.) 
 
New Members 

Mrs Margaret Craighead        17 Neidpath Place, Dunfermline 
Transferred from Gillespie Memorial 
Church, Dunfermline 

Mrs Judith Dennis           3 Jones Street, Kingseat 
transferred from The Abbey Church, 
Dunfermline 



  

KIRK  SESSION NEWS  

 
Plans are now well in place for our 10th 
anniversary celebrations in October.  See 
programme later in this issue. 

Following on from the talk by Sandra Holt, National Stewardship 
Convener, the Kirk Session have decided to use the month of 
September to remind us of our commitments.  There will be themed 
services leading up to Harvest, and leaflets along with a separate article 
are included with this issue. 

A Pentecost joint service with other congregations was held, which was 
well supported, and we hope to be involved in more joint services in the 
future. 

The Rev Nigel Robb from the Church Art and Architecture Advisory 
Group ( CARTA) recently visited the church.  He has made several 
suggestions regarding the storage/display of our historical artefacts, 
signage of the church and its general appearance.  These issues will be 
discussed by the Kirk Session in September. 

The latest “Let” approved by the Kirk Session is the Fife Food Co-op.  
They sell ethical locally produced food on-line and are hiring the 
church, once a month as their Hub for collection of orders, as well as 
selling extra goods on the day.  See church notice board for next date. 

Susan Bor was delighted to have the opportunity to attend the General 
Assembly with Muriel in May.  “The range of topics that was being discussed 
was quite incredible, and the opportunity to sing each day with 700 enthusiastic 
voices was a truly inspiring experience”. 

Louis Douglas has retired from the post of Presbytery Elder and Susan 
has taken on this role, which will allow her to keep up to date with 
what’s happening in other congregations. I will be attending a Session 
Clerk/Elder Conference at the end of October and hope to come back 
with ideas that will be of benefit to our congregation. 

Lorraine 
 



  

THE  GUILD  
 
The Guild resumes on Tuesday 9 September at 2pm, and 
the annual subscription of £10 will be payable at this 
meeting. 

A warm welcome awaits anyone wishing to join our fellowship. 

Guild Sunday will be on 16 November, when Guild members will lead 
the morning service. 

The programme for the first session is as follows: 

  9  September      Guild Discussion Topic – “A world to serve” 
       Project update 

23 September      Speaker from “Scouting” 

  7 October      “Memories of Islay” – Alasdair McCallum 

21 October      Speaker from the RNLI 

  4 November      “Holiday Memories”  Esther Monro 
       “Bring and Buy” 

18 November      Speaker from “Foodbank” 

  2 December      Advent Reflections – The Rev Muriel Willoughby 
       “Christmas Baking Sale” 

16 December      Christmas Lunch 

Elizabeth McCallum 
 
 
YOUNG  KIRK  CLUB 

The YKC will resume on Wednesday 27 August at 
6.30pm in the church hall. 

Children of primary school age will be made welcome 
for an evening of stories, singing, quizzes and craft. 

Elizabeth McCallum 
 



  

INTRODUCING ...  Jim Welsh (Fabric Convener) 
 
Jim grew up in Dunfermline and lived all his life 
there until he married in 1984. 

As a youngster he learned to play the accordion 
and his claim to fame was coming third in the 
under 8 Scottish Championships. He remembers 
playing his accordion at the Church Christmas 
parties many years ago in St Andrew’s Erskine 
Church when his children went to Sunday School. 

He has been married for 30 years to Marica, who 
originally came from Malta when she was seven years old. Marica only 
has her mum, dad and two sisters here - all her other extended family 
live in Malta. 

They have two 2 children, Mark and Amy – Amy was married in June 
this year, and he is still recovering from organising the wedding. 

Jim and Marica settled in Rosyth and have lived there for the last 
 29 years.  They have a three year old Border Collie called Amber, and 
there's never a dull moment when she's around. 

Jim has worked in Rosyth Dockyard for the last 38 years, and retirement 
cannot come quick enough. He works continental shifts so, if he isn't at 
the Church for a few weeks, you know where he is. 

He is a keen Fly Fisherman and tries to get out as much as possible. His 
other relaxation technique is to sample the occasional Single Malt. 

Jim and Marica are keen travellers and have been to Australia, Hong 
Kong, Singapore, Bali, New York and, of course, pop over to Malta 
occasionally for weddings and get togethers. 

Jim has been an Elder for around 25 years and took up the Post of 
Fabric Convener three years ago. 

This has been a challenging time with the Church building now 10 years 
old and repairs required on a more frequent basis. He doesn't have to 
tell anyone about the Heating System !! 
 



  

Jim says, “The role of Fabric Convenor can have its challenges from replacing a 
light, changing a fuse to organising maintenance contracts. Luckily we have an 
excellent group of people in the Church who assist where required. It is a very 
fulfilling role when things work out” 
 
 
... and Christine McWilliam (Church 
Treasurer) 
 
Christine has lived in Dunfermline for the last  
17 years but spent her childhood in Peebles, 
where she attended Peebles High School.  Every 
Sunday she went to church with her mother, 
going to Sunday school then Bible class and later 
joining the church. 
 
On leaving school, she started work in the local branch of the Royal 
Bank of Scotland and, after a few years, moved to Livingston - a bit of a 
culture shock after rural Peebles.  Her next move was to Inverness, 
which was a good career move and, overall, an enjoyable time.  Then,  
in 1997, she moved back to the central belt, living in Dunfermline and 
commuting to Edinburgh.   
 
Christine attended a few services at St Andrew’s Erskine at Netherton 
Broad Street before it moved to Robertson Road.  
 
Once she stopped working and had more time on her hands, she 
became more involved in the church – The Eatery, The Guild – and 
one thing lead to another, taking over the role of Church Treasurer 
seven years ago. 
 
Christine is a member of a local gym and can be seen out and about 
running once a week, unless snowy conditions force her inside on the 
treadmill!   
 
She also volunteers at CHAS, Rachel House, Kinross, and, until very 
recently, helped with the teas at the local blood transfusion centre. 



  

WORDS  OF  THANKS 
 
I have to start with an apology to Fiona Todd and  
Betty Wilson for not including the thanks they had asked 
to be included in the last issue.  Editor. 
 
Fiona Todd wrote ... “Can you please convey my sincere thanks for all the cards, 

flowers, visits and goodies while I was off work. They were very much appreciated.”  

And Betty Wilson had asked us to say thank you for the lovely flowers 
she received on the anniversary of Bob’s death.  
 
Jean Taylor would like to thank the church for the beautiful flowers she 
received and also everyone who sent cards and best wishes during her 
spell in hospital. 

Nancy Wemyss would like to say thank you the flowers she received,  
“They were beautiful and lasted really well.” 

Mrs C Wilson writes ... “Thank you for the gift of flowers which I received 
recently.  They have graced out table and give a touch of colour.” 

Linda Russell writes ...”I would like to thank you for the flowers received recently.  
They were lovely.” 

Doreen Keith has asked that we say thank you for the flowers she 
received recently – “They were really lovely.” 

Grace McGuinness writes ... “Thank you very much for the flowers I recently 
received.  They were lovely and very much appreciated.” 

Ella Headrick has asked us to thank the church for the flowers she 
received recently - “They were lovely.” 

From Sheila Robinson – “After a difficult few months, it really cheered me up  
to receive the beautiful bunch of flowers from the church.” 
 
Thanks have also been received from Mr and Mrs Thomson, the 
Campbell family, Rita Cramb and Fiona Todd. 
 
 



  

CHRISTIAN  AID  
 
Amy Menzies from Christian Aid writes: 
 
“Thank you for taking part in the Forth Road Bridge 50th Challenge in April and 
for raising £648 to help fight poverty. Please extend our thanks to all the walkers 
and their sponsors for getting behind this year’s event. 

Poverty is an outrage against humanity. It robs people of their dignity, freedom and 
hope of power over their own lives. Every step taken by the walkers helped Christian 
Aid to rebuild communities in the poorest parts of the world, to bring about positive 
change and to give them greater hope. 

Christian Aid is a Christian organisation that insists the world can and must be 
swiftly changed to one where everyone can live a full life, free from poverty. We work 
globally for profound change that eradicates the causes of poverty ,striving to achieve 
equality , dignity and freedom for all, regardless of faith or nationality.  

We are part of a wider movement for social justice, providing urgent, practical and 
effective assistance where need is great and tackling the effects of poverty as well as its 
root causes. Thank you for all your valued support of our work. With your help, 
Christian Aid can make a difference.” 

The sum raised from the congregation during Christian Aid week was 
£852 .04, giving us a total of £1,500.04 when the money from the Forth 
Bridge walk is included. Gift Aid will add about £295 to this total. 
 Thank you all again for your generous donations. 

Isobel Walker 

CRAFT  GROUP 

The Craft Group meets on a Thursday, from 2.30pm 
to 4.30pm.  If you are interested in finding out what 
we do, including our charity projects, please come 
along and meet us.  

Our thanks go to everyone who supported our Coffee Morning in June, 
as a result of which we were able to make a donation of £350 to church 
funds. 

For further information, please contact Eunice Lacey on 01383 745828. 



  

FUNDRAISING 

The Cheese and Wine Supper held on 30 May raised £502 
– a big thank you to all involved in the organisation of 
this event and to everyone who supported it. 
 
Our next event is an Afternoon Tea with entertainment to be held on 
Saturday 27 September.  Tickets will be available soon.  A Coffee 
Morning is also planned for 15 November. 
 
The Recipe Book is going to plan and will be ready for sale in October. 
 
We are always looking for fresh ideas for fundraising so, if anyone has 
any to share, please speak to me or any member of the team. 
 
We look forward to your continued support. 

Esther Monro 

 
ECO  CORNER  
 
I heard, somewhere over the summer, that there are 
signs in nature indicating that there is going to be an 
early autumn this year. I just hope that doesn’t mean 
an extra long winter!  

Autumn is a good time to get your composting organised for spring. 
Leaves, grass cuttings, plant clippings, vegetable peelings, tea bags and 
coffee grounds make excellent ( and cheap )compost.  

Feeding the birds over the winter doesn’t need to be an expensive task 
either. They love left over baked, roast or mashed potato, cooked 
(unsalted) rice, suet, pastry, cheese, cake, bread, uncooked porridge oats, 
pieces of apple or pear and dried fruit. If the birds don’t eat all you have 
put out in a day, you are over feeding, so reduce the amount. In the 
coldest weather they may need to be fed twice a day. Remember also to 
put out clean water for them to drink. 

Hilary Arneil  
 



  

WALKING  GROUP 
 
The Walking Group’s monthly walks usually take 
place on the last Sunday of the month, meeting in  
the church car park at 1.30pm to share transport.   
They are easy to moderate and do not exceed six miles.  
 
The programme for the rest of 2014 is as follows: 
 
September - Scone to Perth 
October   -  Cardenden to Sunnyside 
November - Dollar to Tillicoultry 

Charlie Downie 
 
SUNDAY  SCHOOL 
 
We welcome all the children and young people back 
to the Sunday school and hope that you all had lots 
of fun during the summer holidays.  There will be 
lots happening in the run up to celebrating ten years 
in Robertson Road, and we need your help with a 
few projects and to help welcome any new families into our church. 
 
If you would like to find out more about what goes on at Sunday 
School or would be interested in helping out  please speak to Fiona. 
 
You may also be interested to know that our World Vision friend,  
Thet Soe, celebrated his 14th birthday on 27 May, and a card went to 
him from his friends here at the Sunday school. 

Fiona Todd 
 

LIFE  AND  WORK   

Copies of “Life and Work” are on the display stand in the 
church foyer.  Subscriptions by post are available – please see 
the magazine for details. 



  

STEWARDSHIP – what does it mean? 

That is the question we will be exploring at 
 St Andrew’s Erskine during September this year.  
The Church of Scotland is encouraging congregations 
and their individual members to take time each year 
to reflect on their stewardship of the resources God 
has provided them with. 
 
We will be considering how Stewardship is about our response to God’s 
goodness to us and how this ‘stewardship season’ gives us the opportunity 
to look at how we give our time, talents and money to the church and in 
other ways. 
 
What does this mean to you personally? Perhaps you have been  
very involved in church life in the past but, for various reasons, have 
withdrawn or no longer feel able to contribute in the same way. Perhaps 
you have not given much thought to reviewing how you share the good 
things God has given you with others. Perhaps you feel that you are 
giving as much as you can to our efforts to spread God’s love to 
members and others.  

 
As we explore the subject during 
September there will be opportunities  
to hear what the bible says about how 
humans can, and should, respond to God’s 
love. We will reflect on what we have done 
in the past, what is happening now, and 
what we could do in the future using our 
gifts. 
  
Our worship on Sunday 7, 14 and 21 

September will focus on the time, talents, money and other resources 
that God has given us and what we can do with them to serve him in 
our own church and community. 
 
 

 

“...using the gifts 

we have received in 

such abundance 

from God ...” 

 



  

There will be short bible studies taking place on those Sundays from 
12.15pm, when we will bring our lunch along and spend a short while 
discussing what we understand God to be saying to us through a variety 
of bible passages. 
 
We will also be providing pointers for prayer that fit in with the theme 
to help us all focus on the spiritual significance of our material wealth. 
I hope and pray that this will be an enriching experience for us all as we 
prepare to celebrate the first 10 years in Robertson Road. We have been 
given so much but need to be constantly prepared and ready to give 
back, through our service to others, using the gifts we have received in 
such abundance from God. 
 
When we use our gifts well and wisely, we feel better about ourselves 
and we come closer to God and to each other. 
 
I look forward to sharing this special time with you all. 

Muriel 

LADIES  GROUP 
 
The final two meetings of the 2013/14 season  
were: 
  
May - A demonstration by Rosemary Storm of 
"Painting on Feathers" with volunteers from the  
group participating. 
 
June - The AGM and meal was held in the Green Room restaurant.  
The committee remains the same apart from the welcome addition of 
Ann Russell as a new committee member. 
 
The 2014/15 season resumes on Monday 8 September when 
existing and new members will be made most welcome.   
 

Mary McCormack  

 



  

FLOWER  CIRCLE 

  7 September  Flower Fund   
14 September  Mrs R McPhee 
21 September  Mrs E McCallum 
28 September  Flower Fund 

September Distribution:  Isobel Walker 
 
  5 October  Mr J Lyell    
12 October  Mrs C Whitfield 
19 October  Mrs M Bowman 
26 October  Mrs I Ross 

October Distribution: Volunteers 
   
  2 November  Mrs E Lewcock     
  9 November  The Guild 
16 November  Mr W Stark 
23 November  Craft Group   
30 November  Mrs L Russell 

November Distribution:  Margaret Young    

If you would be willing to help occasionally with the distribution  
of flowers after the service or to donate flowers on a particular Sunday, 
please add your name to the Flower Rota on the notice board or speak 
to Rikky McPhee.  You can see her in church or give her a call on  
01383 722544. 

 
‘THE  EATERY’ 

The café reopens for business on Thursday  
21 August, and we look forward to welcoming back 
our customers. The next café meeting is on Tuesday 
16 September at 9.30am and anyone interested is 
very welcome to come along. We need more volunteers so, if you think 
you would like to help in any way, please let us know. The café will be 
closed on Thursday 18 September for the Referendum. 

Hilary Arneil 



  

 
 

CELEBRATING  10  YEARS  IN  ROBERTSON  ROAD 

It is with great excitement that we share the outline of our planned celebrations in 

October - a blend of special services and opportunities to have fun together.  

Hopefully there is something for each and every one of us, and we look forward to 

sharing more details as we get closer to October . 

     Friday 3 October   Family Film Night 
     7pm    Popcorn/Ice cream  
 
     Sunday 5 October   “Who we are” 
     10.30am    All age Cradle Roll service 
    
     Friday 10 October   Prize Beetle Drive 
     7pm    Refreshments 
 
     Sunday 12 October  “Where we’ve come from” 
     10.30am    History of congregation 
 
     Friday 17 October   Inter-Church Quiz Night 
     7pm    in aid of Christian Aid 
 
     Sunday 19 October  “Why we’re here” 
     10.30am    Favourite hymns and readings 

     Songs of Praise led by the 
     Dunfermline Town Brass Band 
 
     Friday 24 October   Bingo Bake Off 
     7pm    Bingo and prizes for baking 
 
     Sunday 26 October  “Where we’re going” 
     10.30am    Looking to the future 

     Celebration Lunch after  
     the service 



  

    DIRECTORY 

Minister   The Rev Muriel Willoughby  
71a Townhill Road      01383 738487 
email:  muriel.willoughby@btinternet.com  

Session Clerk   Lorraine Brown 
    91 Garvock Hill           01383 723002 

Deputy Session Clerk  Susan Bor 
    14 Knapphill       01383 731944 

Treasurer   Christine McWilliam   
    24 Viewfield Terrace      01383 739590 

Roll Keeper   Sheila Lyell 
    38 Main Street, Dunshalt     01337 828384 

Organist   Elaine McLaughlin      01383 729316 
Church Office Secretary Sonya Russell       01383 841660 
Email address   staechurch@standrewserskine.org.uk  
Fabric    Jim Welsh       01383 419785  
Communication (Editor) Eunice Lacey       01383 745828 
Sunday School   Fiona Todd       01383 728057 
Crèche Co-ordinator  Christine Mitchell      01383 724267 
The Guild   Elizabeth McCallum      01383 726095 
Pastoral Care   Fiona Todd       01383 728057 
Hospitality   Hilary Arneil       01383 852317 
Fund Raising   Esther Monro       01383 300079 
Gift Aid   George Walker        01383 720637 
Partner Plan Correspondent 
  and Stewardship  Carolyn Simpson      01383 720651 
Christian Aid   Isobel Walker       01383 720637 
Flower Convener  Rikky McPhee       01383 722544 
Safeguarding   Sandra Stenhouse      01383 728116 
Brownies   Sonia Graham       01383 514179 
Rainbows   Sonya Russell       01383 725313 
Bellyeoman Toddlers  Gill Pemberton            01383 625616 

Ladies Group   Mary McCormack      01383 515188 

Men’s Group   Alex Twaddle       01383 737478 
Craft Group   Eunice Lacey       01383 745828 
Walking Group   Charlie Downie       01383 724728  
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