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DEADLINES 
 
All intimations for inclusion in the Sunday Order of Service should be 
handed into, or emailed to, the church office by 9.15am on Thursday 
mornings. 
 
Church email address:  staechurch@standrewserskine.org.uk 
Items for the Spring edition of ‘Concord’ should be with the Editor by 
Sunday 25 January 2015 for distribution from 8 February 2015.   
Articles for inclusion in the magazine should be sent to the Editor at 
eunice.lacey@virgin.net 
 
Alternatively, you may hand them directly to Eunice or telephone her 
on 01383 745828. 
 
 
 

 

JEAN MACKIE CENTRE 

Have you got a few hours to spare to be a volunteer in the Coffee Shop, 
one day a week. It is open from 10 am to 2 pm. Volunteers must be 
able to serve light lunches to senior citizens, who are welcome to come 
and have a snack lunch in the Centre. There is an informal and friendly 
atmosphere. For more information please contact Patrick on 01383 
602357.  
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November 2014 
 

From the Minister ..... 
 
 
 Dear Friends, 

I have just gone back to read the letter I wrote a year ago 

following our arrival in Dunfermline. I was obviously delighted to have arrived and 

received such a warm welcome and to be beginning a new stage of my ministry. 

So how does it feel a year down the road? Have things worked out as I’d hoped? 

Has the congregation lived up to its reputation for friendliness and welcome?  

All I can say is that I thank God every day for bringing me here to be your minister. 

Alan and I love living here in Dunfermline in this lovely house. We appreciate the 

efforts that are made to look after us in many ways, from messages of support at 

various times to the open and friendly attitude we have encountered at all sorts of 

occasions we have shared with you.  

I have particularly appreciated the willingness on behalf of most folk to try new ideas 

in worship, to explore their faith in various study sessions and to get involved in new 

activities that have not been part of your tradition before I came.  

I’ve enjoyed every minute of being here and certainly feel extremely well supported by 

the Kirk Session and many others who are sharing the role of ministry here. It has 

been good to get involved in the wider community, in particular the school and the 

Jean Mackie Centre, and to work more closely with some of the other local 

congregations. 



  

What a privilege it is to be here at this time, BUT none of us can be complacent. We 

do still need more folk to commit their time, talents and money to the work of the 

church in order to secure our future place in this community. We do need to go back 

to the basics of our faith through studying God’s word and praying together so that 

we will know what God plans for our future.  

I go back again and again to the prophecy of Jeremiah when God says: ‘I alone 

know the plans I have for you, plans to bring you prosperity and not 

disaster, plans to bring about the future you hope for.’ 

What do we hope for as a congregation? 

What do you hope for as a member of the Church of Jesus Christ? 

I hope and pray that we can work together, with God’s guidance and the power of his 

Spirit, to continue to build His church – not just in numbers but in deepening our 

faith and our commitment to follow Jesus today and every day. 

I look forward to that journey, just as much now as I did a year ago. 

With my love and prayers 

 
 
 

 
 

“May you have warm words on a cold evening, 
A full moon on a dark night 

And the road downhill all the way to your door.” 
 

An Irish Blessing 



  

SERVICES 
 

All services at 10.30am unless otherwise stated 
 
 

  7 December  Reader: Sheila Robinson 

14 December  Sacrament of Holy Communion 

Reader:  Linda Russell 
 
21 December  Reader::   Ian Mitchell 
 

28 December  Reader:   Lorraine Brown 

  4 January  Reader:   Carolyn Simpson 

11 January  Reader:   Isobel Walker 

18 January  Reader:   Susan Bor 

25 January  Reader:   Alasdair McCallum 

  1 February  Reader:   Elaine McLaughlin 

  8 February  Reader:   Hilary Arneil 

15 February  Reader:   Louis Douglas 

22 February  Reader:   Christine Mitchell 

 

 

 

 



  

WELCOME  TEAMS 

 

7 & 14 December, 1 & 8 February  (Team 1) 

Banking  Jane Blackie  Eunice Lacey 
FWO   Ian Mitchell  Carolyn Simpson 
Others   Elizabeth McCallum Alasdair McCallum 
Laptop   Judith Dennis 
Sound   Keith Lacey 

21 & 28 December, 15 & 22 February (Team 2) 

Banking  Louis Douglas  Esther Monro 
FWO   Isobel Walker  Christine McWilliam 
Others   Susan Bor  Mary McCormack 
Laptop   Margaret Harding 
Sound   Ian Mitchell 

4 & 11 January      (Team 3) 

Banking  Alex Twaddle  Margaret Harding 
FWO   Myra Knust  Bill Stark 
Others   Maureen Smith  Linda Russell 
Laptop   Alan Willoughby 
Sound   Alex Twaddle 

18 & 25 January     (Team 4) 

Banking  Margaret Young Sandra Stenhouse 
FWO   Dave Young  Jim Welsh 
Others   Hilary Arneil  Margo Kindness 
Laptop   Kirsten Russell   
Sound   Lorraine Brown 

 
Preparation and Serving Communion Elements 
(14 December) 

Mrs H Arneil *     Mrs Margaret Harding  
Mrs Sandra Stenhouse    Mr David Young 
 
Would the person marked with an asterisk please supply the bread. 



  

PARISH  REGISTER 
 
Deaths 
 
“Jesus said ‘I am the Resurrection and the life.  Those who live and believe in me 
will never die.’”  John 11: 25, 26 
 
We record, with sympathy to their families and friends, the deaths of 
the following members of our community. 

 

James Campbell  Townhill Road    2 October 

Janet Hepburn   Leys Park Home    22 October 

 
CHRISTIAN  AID  
 
The recent Inter Church quiz during the anniversary 
celebrations was held in aid of Christian Aid, and the magnificent sum 
of £310.94 (of which £215 was Gift Aided) was donated. 
 
Added to our congregational collection of £852.04 during Christian Aid 
week and the £658 raised from the Forth Bridge Cross, our total 
donations for 2014, once Gift Aid is added, will be about £2,160.  

Well done everyone and thank you! 

Isobel Walker 

YOUNG  KIRK  CLUB 
 
The children continue to attend on a regular basis and 
are as enthusiastic as ever.  We will finish this session 
with our Christmas Party on Wednesday 10 December 
and resume on Wednesday 14 January 2015. 

All children of Primary School age are very welcome. 
Elizabeth McCallum 



  

MEMBER OR NOT?  

Every year each congregation is required to 
complete a statistical return, giving the numbers 
in our congregation, how many members we have in our Guild, how 
many young people we have associated with the congregation and 
various financial statistics. 
 
Like most congregations, we have lost a significant number of members 
over recent years without gaining new ones to replace them. The result 
is that we seem to be shrinking. 
 
My first impressions on coming here are that this is a very faithful 
congregation. We have a regular attendance of between 80 and 90 each 
week and probably over 100 people regularly worship with us. That 
represents over 50% of our official membership of 187. Not many 
congregations can say that!  
 
I have also become aware that we have quite a few folk who attend 
worship and take an active role in church life but who, for various 
reasons, are not on our congregational roll. 
 
The Kirk Session has discussed this and would like to encourage folk  
to consider becoming formal members of our congregation. This can be 
done in different ways. 
 

 By writing to the Session Clerk, Lorraine Brown, you can ask  the 
Session to consider your request to be a member. 

   

 If you are already a member of another Church of Scotland 
congregation, you can get your ‘lines’ (membership papers) 
transferred to St Andrews Erskine. 

 

 If you are not sure what it means to be a member of the church, 
then you can take time to discuss that with me and some current 
members and then decide how you want to proceed. 



  

Once you are a member of the congregation on the ‘communion roll’, 
you will be assigned to an elder’s district and will receive a regular visit 
and a copy of the Concord magazine delivered to your home. 

 
We do not want to pressurise anyone into ‘joining’ the church but 
would like to give everyone the opportunity to make a more formal 
commitment to our congregation and to the Church at large by 
‘standing up and being counted’ as members. 

 
If you would like further information please do not hesitate to speak to 
Muriel, Lorraine or Susan. 

Muriel 

WALKING  GROUP 
 
During the 10th anniversary celebrations, a family walk 
along the cycle track to Townhill Woods was held. A 
total of 13 adults, three children and two dogs took 
part, and a good time was had by all.  I hope we’ll be 
able to do something similar in 2015. 
 
After one or two postponements due to poor weather conditions early 
in the season, overall we had some lovely weather for our walks this 
year.  
 
Next year’s programme should commence in March, weather 
permitting, and details will be in the next edition of Concord so that 
everyone can put the dates in their diary! 

Charlie Downie 

STAMP  APPEAL 
 
Christmas will soon be here, so keep those used stamps 
coming. 

Please remember to leave a good border of at least 2cm around the 
stamps – and no damaged ones. 

Linda Russell 



  

CELEBRATION WORSHIP 

After our Stewardship month, when we 
concentrated on how we respond to God’s 
goodness to us, what better way did we have than 
to celebrate and worship together, ten years after 
moving into the Robertson Road church building. 
 
We have had a great time socialising on Fridays and worshipping on 
Sundays and have been privileged to welcome several visitors from 
other local churches and further afield to share our celebrations. 
 
Our first Sunday saw us celebrating ‘Who we are’ as we looked at how 
we are joined together in baptism into the family of the Church of Jesus 
Christ. It was great to see some children and families, who had 
celebrated this important step in their lives here with the St Andrew’s 
Erskine congregation over the past ten years, come back to join us in 
worship that Sunday.  
 
The next week, based on ‘Where we have been’ saw us looking back  
at the history of the congregation, in particular the period after moving 
out of the town centre building. This gave us the opportunity to thank 
God for those foundations of faith that sustained the congregation 
during its journey and to remember the wonderful gift of a new building 
God gave us to use to serve him.  After the service, we were able to 
enjoy seeing photos and other memorabilia from the past, including 
videos of the concert party – highly entertaining!! 
 
Week Three saw us singing our favourite hymns and hearing some 
favourite readings in the company of the Dunfermline Town Band.  
We thought about ‘Why we are here’ and considered what 
worshipping God week by week means to us. 
 
The final service  was entitled ‘Where we are going’ and helped us 
consider that God has a plan for us for the future and is challenging  
us to look for new ways to share his gospel message of love in our 
world today. We need to look for signs of where God is working and  



  

to join him in that work, using the resources he has given us as a 
congregation and as individuals. This is a challenge for ALL members 

of the congregation, and we would 
like to hear your ideas of where 
you think we are going! 
 
All our special services have been 

very well attended – our only disappointment was that some people 
with long connections to the church, whom we’d hoped to see, were 
not able to join us.   Our challenge now is to build on the sense of 
fellowship and desire to praise and worship God as his people in this 
place at this time in the church’s history. 

Muriel 

 
CELEBRATION  SOCIAL  EVENTS 
 
There was much to celebrate during the month of 
October both spiritually and socially. Muriel took us on 
a journey that many members of the congregation were 
able to contribute to since our journey has taken us 
here to Robertson Road. We certainly proved that we not just enjoyed 
each others’ company but that we were quite competitive as well. 
 
The events programme cleverly put together began with the film night, 
and what a night. ‘Mrs Doubtfire’ gave us all a good giggle, with popcorn 
and ice cream making it a night to remember. Thanks go to Ian Mitchell 
for his choice of film and overseeing the film show. 
 
The next event was the Beetle Drive. Hushed anticipation, then frantic 
shaking of the dice to complete the beetle first. It was a great night, and 
thanks go to the Linda, Margo and the Ladies’ Group for their help 
with organising this. 
 
The Quiz, which allowed us to support Christian Aid, was widely 
attended by other churches in the area and was won by Kingseat and 
Townhill. There was a real competitive element to this night, and 

“God has a plan for 

us for the future.....” 



  

congratulations go  to everyone who took part ... it was a hard quiz! 
Special thanks go to Mark and Dougie, our very able quiz masters. This 
evening, in particular, gave us all an opportunity to meet and greet our 
visitors, who were treated to lovely fresh coffee and cake. 
 
The finale of the events was the Bingo  
Bake Off, when the bakers amongst us had  
a chance to show off their skills and have 
them judged by none other than our 
celebrity judge, Andrew Chisholm. The 
winner in the Young Person category was 
our very own Andrew Keenlyside and the 
Adult category was won by Margaret Dunlop (a friend of Margo’s).   
The Bingo was a hoot, with each winning line getting the "wooden spoon". 
 
The Celebration Lunch after our final service was magnificent and, in 
itself, a real show stopper. There was a fantastic atmosphere and much 
love, laughter and happiness was shared by all. 
 
There are just too many folk to personally thank here - Hilary and the 
café team did a sterling job.  
 
Muriel we look forward to our journey ahead and support you whole 
heartedly.  

Fiona Todd 
 
FUNDRAISING 
 
The Afternoon Tea was a great success and raised the 
magnificent sum of £809.75. 

Thanks to everyone who has purchased a copy of the 
Celebration Cookbook.  These are selling fast and are “a great idea for 
a Christmas gift”. 

Keep a look out for the next issue of Concord to see what’s happening 
next year in Fundraising. 

Esther Monro 

“ ... much love, 

laughter and 

happiness was 

shared by all.” 



  

THE  GUILD  
 
During the first session the Guild has enjoyed interesting 
speakers and warm fellowship, and we will finish with our 
Christmas Lunch on Tuesday 16 December. 
 
The new session starts at 2pm on Tuesday 3 February 2015, when 
anyone wishing to join us will be made most welcome. 
 
  3 February Guild Project  - “No room for homelessness” and 
  “Touch and Go”. 
  Speaker from the Julius Project 
 
17 February Scouting - Speaker:  Ann Orman 
 
  3  March “Holiday Moments” and Fundraiser 
  Speaker:  Esther Monro 
 
17 March “Caring for Creation” 
  Speaker:  The Rev Trevor Jamieson 
 
31 March Easter Lunch and Home Baking Stall 
 
14 April AGM and Games Afternoon 
 
28 April The General Assembly and Fundraiser 
  Speaker:  Susan Bor 
 
12 May  Outing 

Elizabeth McCallum 
 
 
LIFE  AND  WORK   
 
Copies of “Life and Work” are on the display stand in the 
church foyer.  Subscriptions by post are available – please see 
the magazine for details. 



  

WORDS  OF  THANKS 
 
Liz Lewcock would like to thank the church for the 
flowers received on the occasion of her birthday. 
 
Doreen Keith writes ... “Thank you very much for the flowers I 
recently received.   They were lovely and very much appreciated.” 
 
Nancy Wemyss asks that we say thank you for the flowers received on  
her birthday. 
 
Nettie Stuart writes ... “Thank you for the lovely bunch of flowers received from 
the church.  They really brightened my day." 
 
Bill Fyfe sends thanks for the lovely flowers he received after his knee 
operation.  They were very much appreciated. 
 
Thanks also from Ray Watson for the lovely flowers – they really 
brightened up her day. 
 
Thanks for flowers have also been received from Jean Taylor, 
the Campbell family,  Nancy Salmond, Rita Cramb, Jean Miller and  
Cathy Campbell 

 

CRAFT  GROUP 

The Craft Group meets on a Thursday, from 2.30pm 
to 4.30pm.  If you are interested in finding out what 
we do, please come along and meet us.  
 
We will finish for the Christmas break with our 
Christmas Lunch on 11 December and resume on Thursday 
8 January 2015. 
 
For further information, please contact Eunice Lacey on 01383 745828. 



  

CONGRATULATIONS 

Congratulations to Helen Cunningham on coming second 
in her category of Beautiful Fife Gardens 2014.    
 
Very well done! 
 
 
FLOWER  CIRCLE 
 
  7 December  Mrs E Lacey   
14 December  The Guild 
21 December  The Men’s Group 
28 December  Mrs Harding 
 
December Distribution:  Isobel Walker 
 
  4 January  Mrs R Watson    
11 January  Flower Fund 
18 January  Mrs R McPhee 
25 January   Mrs I Walker 
 
January Distribution:  Volunteers 
   
  1 February  Mrs M Knust     
  8 February  Flower Fund 
15 February  Mrs S Lyell 
22 February  Mrs C McWilliam 
 
February Distribution:  Margaret Young    
 
If you would be willing to help occasionally with the distribution  
of flowers after the service or to donate flowers on a particular Sunday, 
please add your name to the Flower Rota on the notice board or speak 
to Rikky McPhee.  You can see her in church or give her a call on  
01383 722544. 

 



  

KIRK  SESSION NEWS  

Firstly, Susan says, “October marked the 
celebration of ten years in our church in Robertson 
Road - and what a set of celebrations we had ... an 
amazing series of Friday night entertainment with 
movies, beetle drive, highly competitive quiz and 
bingo/bake off.  All events were well attended,, and everyone had a great time - a big 
thank you to all who arranged the events - you are all very talented and you know 
who you are!! 
 
Additionally we had four very special Sunday services - charting from where we were 
- to where we are now - to where we are headed. 

 
This Kirk has been on a long journey - we have stuck 
together and held faith, friendship and hope .We all need to 
take a moment to reflect on who we are and why we are here, 
and to know we are God's children and living true to his 
Word.  Thanks to all who made October so special” 
 
Lorraine recently attended a Session Clerk/Elders 
conference.  The ethos of the event was that 

“Ministers/Session Clerks/Elders are ALL Chosen by God to be 
leaders in His church – humbling and inspiring.  There was a wide 
variety of talks and seminars – effective functioning of our Kirk Session 
– being disciples in our church and community – creating space and 
opportunity for our congregation and community to grow together in 
faith. 
 
The focus for September was Stewardship, and a big thank you to 
everyone who returned their talents sheets.  The November Kirk 
Session meeting will be discussing a follow up to this.  Also a new Roll 
Keeper will be appointed. 
 
John and Sheila Lyell are taking a sabbatical from the Kirk Session to 
allow them to sell their house and move back to Dunfermline. 
 

Lorraine 

“ ... faith, 

friendship 

and hope.” 



  

ECO  CORNER  
 
Are you in favour of buying products from 
companies who pay their workers starvation wages, 
routinely use child labour or insist on unfair trading 
terms?  Probably not.  But many of the best known 
brands do.  If you buy Fair Trade goods, you can be sure that you are 
supporting farmers and workers as they work to improve their lives and 
communities.  So keep your eyes open for the Fair Trade logo and 
consider choosing Fair Trade as an alternative to your normal brand. 
 
For some of our younger enthusiasts – how about making a Log City in 
your garden.  All you need are a few logs and somewhere to stack them.  
Turn over the earth underneath the logs to allow the decaying wood to 
provide a home for all sorts of wildlife.  Fill in some of the gaps 
between the logs with earth or wood chippings, then sit back and watch 
your city fill up with residents. 
 

Hilary Arneil 
 
LADIES  GROUP 
 
The new season started in September with 
a Cheese and  Wine evening followed by a quiz 
presented by Linda Russell. It was encouraging to 
see a good turnout of old and new members. 
 
The October meeting welcomed Jo Middlemass from the Ethiopia 
Medical Project.  Jo gave a very interesting and informative talk on the 
hard, but rewarding, work involved in this project.  Instead of a 
monetary donation, Jo asked if each person would donate a pack of 
ladies underwear. The response was excellent and approximately 60 
packs were given. 
 
The Christmas Meal will be at 7.30pm on 8 December at the 
Pitbauchlie Hotel with entertainment from Elaine Shorthouse.   

Mary McCormack  



  

‘THE  EATERY’ 
 
The Eatery team would like to thank everyone 
who helped them organise the Celebration Lunch 
on 26 October.  Whether you donated food or 
crockery, transported chairs, set up the hall or 
cleared up afterwards, your help was very much appreciated.  Our 
thanks also go to Bellyeoman Primary School for lending us their chairs. 
 
We are delighted that some new people have come forward to offer  
help with the café.  It is great to have new people join us.  New 
volunteers are always very welcome at any time, so if you have a couple 
of hours to spare and are interested, please let me know. 
 
The Eatery will be closed over the Christmas holidays, the last café 
opening of 2014 being on Friday 19 December.  We will reopen on 
Thursday 8 January 2015. 
 
We wish all our customers a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New 
Year. 

Hilary Arneil 

SUNDAY  SCHOOL 
 
The Sunday School will be on right through to 
Christmas.  
 
If anyone is interested in supporting the work of the 
Sunday School, please come and speak to Fiona after the service 
 

Fiona Todd 
 

An advert appeared in the student newspaper of the university. 
 

“Sweet little old lady wishes to correspond with university student – seeks  
six-footer with brown eyes answering to initial J.A.D. 

 

Signed,   His Mother 



  

CHRISTMAS  SERVICES 
 

Advent services are on Sunday 30 November, 7 December,  
14 December  (Communion) and 21 December (Family Nativity 
Service).  
 
A Christingle Family service will be held on  21 December at  
6.30pm;  the Christmas Eve service will be at 11pm for carol singing 
and 11.30pm for the service, and the Christmas Day Family Service 
will be at 10.30am.  (Children remember a toy or present!)  
 
Advent Reflections at 11am on Friday 5, 12 and 19 December. 
 
 
 
WEST FIFE BRANCH OF THE GIDEONS  

The Gideon Association is an Interdenominational 
and International Christian Organisation, which 
operates in 197 countries;  our scriptures are 
translated into 90 languages. 

If you require any information about our Branch you 
can contact Hank John by email at info@hankjohn.co.uk 
 

 

BELLYEOMAN COMMUNITY COUNCIL 

Bellyeoman Community Council meets on the 
second Wednesday of the month in the Jean Mackie 
Centre at 7 pm.  

For more information please contact John Dudgeon by email at 
ccllr.John.dudgeon@bellyeomancc.org.uk 
  
Minutes of the meetings are available on the Community Council 
Notice Board attached to the wall of the Alderston Drive Co-op.  

mailto:info@hankjohn.co.uk
mailto:ccllr.John.dudgeon@bellyeomancc.org.uk


  

DIRECTORY 

Minister   The Rev Muriel Willoughby  
71a Townhill Road      01383 738487 
email:  muriel.willoughby@btinternet.com  

Session Clerk   Lorraine Brown 
    91 Garvock Hill           01383 723002 

Deputy Session Clerk  Susan Bor 
    14 Knapphill       01383 731944 

Treasurer   Christine McWilliam   
    24 Viewfield Terrace      01383 739590 

Roll Keeper   Gail Anderson  
    10 Daviot Road       01383 731614 

Organist   Elaine Shorthouse      01383 242848 
Church Office Secretary Sonya Russell       01383 841660 
Email address   staechurch@standrewserskine.org.uk  
Fabric    Jim Welsh       01383 419785  
Communication (Editor) Eunice Lacey       01383 745828 
Sunday School   Fiona Todd       01383 728057 
Crèche Co-ordinator  Christine Mitchell      01383 724267 
The Guild   Elizabeth McCallum      01383 726095 
Pastoral Care   Fiona Todd       01383 728057 
Hospitality   Hilary Arneil       01383 852317 
Fund Raising   Esther Monro       01383 300079 
Gift Aid   George Walker        01383 720637 
Partner Plan Correspondent 
  and Stewardship  Carolyn Simpson      01383 720651 
Christian Aid   Isobel Walker       01383 720637 
Flower Convener  Rikky McPhee       01383 722544 
Safeguarding   Sandra Stenhouse      01383 728116 
Brownies   Sonia Graham       01383 514179 
Rainbows   Sonya Russell       01383 725313 
Bellyeoman Toddlers  Gill Pemberton            01383 625616 

Ladies Group   Mary McCormack      01383 515188 

Men’s Group   Alex Twaddle       01383 737478 
Craft Group   Eunice Lacey       01383 745828 
Walking Group   Charlie Downie       01383 724728  
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