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DEADLINES 

All intimations for inclusion in the Sunday Order of Service should be handed 
into, or emailed to, the church office by 9.15am on Tuesday mornings.   

Church email address:  staechurch@standrewserskine.org.uk 

Items for the Summer edition of ‘Concord’ should be with the Editor  
by Sunday 1 May 2016 for distribution from 15 May 2016.     

Articles for inclusion in the magazine should be sent to the Editor at 
eunice.lacey@virgin.net 

Alternatively, you may hand them directly to Eunice or telephone her on 
01383 745828. 

 
CRAFT  GROUP 

The Craft Group continues to meet at 2.30pm on  
a Thursday afternoon in the church, and we’ll be delighted 
to welcome anyone who wishes to join us.  We cover all 
manner of crafts in a friendly, informal way, so why not 
come along one week to see for yourself.  You may be 
pleasantly surprised! 

For further information, please contact Eunice Lacey on 01383 745828. 

 

MEDECINS  SANS  FRONTIERES  
 
The following is an excerpt from the letter received 
recently from Médecins Sans Frontières following 
receipt of our donation of £113 from our Retiring Offerings at Communion. 

“When you think of MSF you usually picture teams of medics working around the clock 
treating patients.  But what I came to appreciate from my most recent mission in 
Magburaka, Sierra Leone, is the huge number of other people it takes to fight an epidemic 
like Ebola. 

....Your donations really matter.  When I looked around, I could see what your cash had 
been turned into – from a bucket, to a fire hose, to tents, pumps and generators – all of the 
hundred of individual, non-medical things that you need on site in order to make something 
work.  Thank you.” 
 

mailto:staechurch@standrewserskine.org.uk
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February 2016 
 

 
 
From the Minister ..... 
 
 
 Dear Friends 
 
We are the body of Christ  

I often wonder what my Mum would have thought of me becoming a minister.  

When I was asked to become an elder, she thought that it was a ‘good hobby’. After 

I became an elder and got more involved in both spiritual and practical aspects of 

church leadership, I began to see membership of the church, as well as eldership, in  

a different light. I began to understand our membership of the church as being 

something we are called to be, and that we are equipped with talents to help us carry 

out our various roles. 

Once I discovered the imagery of the Church as the body of Christ  

(1 Corinthians 12, Romans 12, Ephesians 4) I realised how we are all  

unique parts fitting together to make the whole body visible to the world.  

We have been exploring the idea of being part of the Body of Christ as part of our 

Stewardship of Talents series of services. We have recognised that we are all unique 

but that we need one another to make sure that the ‘body’ works. We have pondered 

the obvious talents some of us possess – music, administration, cooking, hospitality, 

handcrafts, practical skills, encouragement, friendship. We have also wondered what 



  

talents are missing from our fellowship – we need more folk to work with children, to 

help with finances, to share the pastoral care of our congregation and community. 

We really do need EVERYONE who has committed themselves to be members of 

the Church of Jesus Christ to share their talents with the rest of us to ease the burden 

on the few who do so much in our congregation. If everyone did a little, then we would 

all feel fulfilled. 

Once I recognised my calling to eldership, and then ministry, my life changed quite 

dramatically and my sense of fulfilment has been immense. Being part of the local, 

national and international Church has brought joys and challenges. I have now been 

asked to become Interim Moderator at Lochgelly and Benarty St Serfs. That 

congregation has been without a minister, or other team members, for over two years 

and so is not able to function as well as it would like. If one part of the body hurts 

then the whole body suffers (1 Corinthians 12:26) and so we are diminished by 

another congregation’s problems. I will be spending time getting to know and help the 

folk in Lochgelly and Ballingry and so some of my work at St Andrew’s Erskine 

will fall to others to take on. 

This is our responsibility as parts of the body of the Church. We work together, 

using the skills and talents God has given us for the benefit of all. I hope and pray 

that we will all be able to do that as we begin this new phase in our life and ministry 

at St Andrew’s Erskine and beyond. 

With my love and prayers 

 
 

 



  

SERVICES 

All services at 10.30am unless otherwise stated 
 
21 February  Reader:   Lorraine Brown 

28 February  Reader:   Carolyn Simpson 

6 March   Reader:   Isobel Walker 

13 March  Reader:  Susan Bor 

20 March  Reader:  Alasdair McCallum 

27 March  Reader:  Elaine Shorthouse 

3 April   Reader:  Hilary Arneil   

10 April  Reader:  Louis Douglas 

17 April  Reader:  Christine Mitchell   

24 April  Reader:  Eunice Lacey 

1 May   Reader:  Jim Welsh   

8 May   Reader:  Elizabeth McCallum  

15 May   Reader:  Sheila Robinson 

22 May   Reader:  Linda Russell  

29 May   Reader:  Ian Mitchell 

5 June   Reader:  Lorraine Brown  

12 June   Reader:  Carolyn Simpson  

 



  

WELCOME  TEAMS 

21 February, 10 & 17 April, 5 & 12 June  (Team 4) 

Banking  Margaret Young Sandra Stenhouse 
FWO   Dave Young  Jim Welsh 
Others   Hilary Arneil  Margo Kindness 
Laptop   Kirsten Russell   
Sound   Lorraine Brown 

28 February & 6 March, 24 April & 1 May  (Team 1) 

Banking  Jane Blackie  Eunice Lacey 
FWO   Ian Mitchell  Carolyn Simpson 
Others   Elizabeth McCallum Alasdair McCallum 
Laptop   Judith Dennis 
Sound   Keith Lacey 

13 & 20 March, 8 & 15 May    (Team 2) 

Banking  Louis Douglas  Esther Monro 
FWO   Isobel Walker  Christine McWilliam 
Others   Susan Bor  Mary McCormack 
Laptop   Margaret Harding 
Sound   Ian Mitchell 

27 March & 3 April,  22 & 29 May   (Team 3) 

Banking  Alex Twaddle  Margaret Harding 
FWO   Myra Knust  Bill Stark 
Others   Maureen Smith  Linda Russell 
Laptop   Alan Willoughby 
Sound   Alex Twaddle    

 

Preparation and Serving Communion Elements 
(13 March) 

Myra Knust*  Gail Anderson   Hilary Arneil 
Margo Kindness Carolyn Simpson Jim Welsh  
 
Would the person marked with an asterisk please supply the bread. 



  

PARISH  REGISTER 
 
Deaths 
 
“Jesus said ‘I am the Resurrection and the life.  Those who live and believe in me 
will never die.’”  John 11: 25, 26. 
 
We record, with sympathy to their families and friends, the deaths of 
the following members of our community. 

 

Catherine McArthur     Haig Crescent 

Grace (Ray) Watson*   Benarty View Care Home, Kelty  

Andrina North     Canmore Lodge   

*  Means that this person was a member of the congregation 

 

Weddings 
 

 “For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and unite with his wife and 
the two will become one. So they are no longer two but one. No human being then 
must separate what God has joined together.”  Mark 10: 8,9 
 
Christine Gray and John Ramsay   28 November 2016 

 at Dalmahoy St Mary’s Church   

New Members 
 
Mrs Isobal Finlay 7 Ellon Place, Dunfermline 
   Transferred from Townhill & Kingseat 
 
Mr John & Mrs Marion (Moira) Broadfoot 
   16 Rosethorn Wynd, Dunfermline 
   Transferred from Sauchie & Coalsnaughton 

Removed from the Roll 

Mr David and Mrs Elizabeth Carruthers 
   1 Rannoch Drive, Crossford 



  

GOOD NEWS   
 
You may recall that last year, as part of the Local 
Church Review, we asked if Presbytery would change its Presbytery 
Plan by making St Andrew’s Erskine into an unrestricted tenure.  
 
Under the previous version of the plan, the charge was designated 
‘under a five year  reviewable tenure’ which would have meant that, five 
years after my call as minister, there would have been a review to assess 
whether the congregation was strong and vibrant enough to retain its 
own minister. 
 
The Local Church Review gave us a glowing report, and the Kirk 
Session argued that unrestricted tenure would take away a level of 
anxiety about the future and would allow the congregation, and 
minister, to better plan for our future ministry.  
 
Our pleas were heard and Presbytery has decided to endorse the 
decision of the Parish Mission committee to change the status. This 
means that I will need to sign an agreement to stay as minister under 
these new terms, and then the congregation will be asked to vote on 
whether they agree to the new terms and to my ministry here 
continuing. There will then be a Presbytery service of introduction at 
some point to mark the change of status. 

This is great news indeed but it means that we cannot sit back and drift 
- rather we should be looking ahead with hope and expectation of what 
God wants us to do in the congregation, the community and the wider 
world as we look to the future. 
 
My thanks must go to all the office bearers and members who have 
worked hard to show the potential  of this congregation, and my prayer 
is that we use this opportunity to move forward in the power of God’s 
Holy Spirit. 

Muriel 
 

 



  

CHRISTIAN  AID 

Forth Bridge Cross 

This year’s sponsored walk over the Forth Road 
Bridge will take place on Saturday 23 April from 2pm to 5pm. Put the 
date in your diaries, and I’ll let you know when I have the sponsorship 
forms. 

Isobel Walker 

 

WORLD  DAY   

OF  PRAYER  

The World Day of Prayer services this year will be held as follows: 

Friday 4 March  2.15pm  North Parish  Church 
Friday 4 March  7.15pm  West Baptist Church 
Saturday 5 March 2.00pm  St Ninian’s Parish Church 
     (Children’s Service) 
   3.00pm  St Ninian’s Parish Church 

The service this year, which was written by Christian Women of Cuba, 
will be lively and informative, and you are encouraged to attend. 

Elizabeth McCallum 
 
 

ECO  CORNER 

After a very wet winter, Spring is approaching and we will all hopefully 
be able to get out into the fresh air again.  Greener Scotland is 
encouraging us all to think about how we get about. Can we use public 
transport or even walk instead of automatically getting into our cars, 
especially for short journeys? For those of you who like statistics - if 
everyone drove just five miles less a week we would save 180,000 
tonnes of CO2 and £120 million in fuel costs. That must be worth a try. 
You can find out more on the Greener Scotland website,  
www.greenerscotland.org 

Hilary Arneil 

http://www.greenerscotland.org/


  

BROWNIES 
 
Sonia Graham writes ...  “After nearly 30 years of 
being Brown Owl in the 15th Dunfermline Brownie 
Pack, I have decided to call it quits.  I have had a lot 
of fun during this time, but I now find that there are other things that I would like to 
try and feel that I do not have the same time to commit to Girl guiding.   
 
It is my intention to stay until the summer in the hope that someone will come 
forward to take over the unit;  if we can’t find someone, there is the possibility that 
the pack will close, which will be a great shame, as there are 24 girls in the pack at 
this time with a waiting list of girls wanting to join. 
 
I thought we had found some replacement leaders in Emily and Becca, but, although 
they are happy to be part of the team and come along and participate every week, they 
do not want the responsibility of running the pack.   
 
As a result we need to try and find someone who will be willing to undertake their 
Adult Leadership Qualification and take over the running of the pack.  If you 
would like to volunteer or you know of someone who would like to volunteer, will you 
please let me know on 01383 514179.” 

Sonia Graham 
 

SOCIAL  AND  FUNDRAISING 

The Film Show in November raised £153, and the Baking 
Stall on 20 December raised £229, which was donated to 
the Nepal Build a House project. 

Our first event of the year is a Film Show at 4pm on 
Saturday 20 February, when we will be showing “Nanny McPhee”.  This 
event will be free, but any donations will also go to the Nepal Build a 
House project.  Transport is available for those requiring it. 

A Daffodil Tea will be held in the church hall from 2pm to 4pm on 
Saturday 12 March. 

Any ideas for social and/or fundraising events can be given to any team 
member. 

Esther Monro 



  

‘THE  EATERY’ 
 
The café will be closed on Good Friday, 25 March, 
but will be open as usual for the rest of the Easter 
period. We have been fortunate to have gained some 
new volunteers and are looking forward to working 
with them. The café needs volunteers for many different tasks to run 
smoothly, and we are always very happy to welcome new people. If you 
think you would like to help on café days, even just for a couple of 
hours, or if you can make soup or bake, we would love to hear from 
you. Of course, if you would just like to come along as a customer, we 
would be delighted to welcome you. 

Hilary Arneil 
 
THE  GUILD  
 
The Guild resumed on Tuesday 2 February, when the topic 
was “Old Dunfermline”, and we also had a “Touch and Go” as a 
fundraiser. 
 
The programme for the rest of the session will be as 
follows: 
 
16 February Speaker from the Guild Project 
  1 March St David’s Day Celebrations and Baking Stall 
15 March Speaker from World Mission 
29 March AGM and Spring Lunch 
12 April Speaker from the Multiple Sclerosis Society 
26 April “Middle East Christians’ Experience in the UK” 

Speaker Dr Fiona McCallum 
10 May  Guild Discussion Topic – “Working through Conflict” 
  and Baking Stall 
24 May  Outing 
 
We meet at 2pm and all are welcome to join us.  
 

Elizabeth McCallum 



  

KIRK  SESSION NEWS 
 
Mrs Margaret Birse, a professional 
accountant from Linlithgow, has been 
appointed as Independent Examiner and 
she will collate our Annual Accounts. 

Christine McWilliam will remain as treasurer for now, but we continue 
to seek a replacement treasurer for running day to day accounts. 

The Stated Annual Meeting will be held on Sunday 13 March after 
Communion service. 

Our chosen Charities to support in 2016 are Frontline Fife  and the 
Church of Scotland World Mission “Build a House” for Nepal. 
There will be a retiring offering for these charities after each 
Communion service. 

Fundraising for Nepal will be a key area of focus for 2016 with many  
of the church and community groups planning individual initiatives 
over the coming year.  There will be events across the Church so plenty 
of opportunity to get involved. We have already raised in excess of 
£600 which is a great result. 

The Community Nativity was well supported and a huge success;  
special thanks to the Town Band for accompanying the singing. 

The Eatery still needs volunteer helpers, particularly for Friday - once  
a month or even for a few hours at the busy lunch time.  Please speak to 
Hilary Arneil if you can help. 

Plans for our annual Kirk Session Conference are well underway –  
we have presenters from the Church of Scotland coming to share 
information on World Mission and Mission and Discipleship activities, 
and we hope to share the results with the congregation in March. 
The event will be held on 5 March, and we have decided to hold it in 
Rosyth Parish Church to see what they have changed, post recent 
refurbishments. 

The Stewardship team have plans for a Summer Fete in June…more 
information to follow. 

Lorraine & Susan 



  

WALKING  GROUP 

The walking group’s monthly walks will resume on 
Sunday 27 March 2016. 

We will meet as usual in the Church car park at 
1.30pm to share transport. 

Most of the walks are easy to moderate, do not exceed six miles, and are 
generally held on the last Sunday of each month.  You will see from the 
schedule below that, because of Easter dates and holidays, the first walk 
actually take place on 3 April. 

The programme for this year is as follows: 

3 April  Local walk 
24 April Scone to Perth 
29May  Cambus, Tullibody and the River Forth 
26 June  Falkland to Maspie Den 
31 July Bridge of Allan to Dunblane  
28 August Errol to Port Allen beside the River Tay 
25 September Local walk 
30 October Alloa and Clackmannan Towers 

Charlie Downie 

SUNDAY  SCHOOL 
 
Well apart from the few children we already have, 
 i.e. mine and Sonya's, we’d like to invite families 
with children to come along and meet with us on a 
Sunday morning. We are a friendly bunch, who 
would like to see you join us in activities to learn more about the bible 
in a fun and interactive way. 

We are thinking about how we can help to build houses for the people 
of Nepal, who were affected by the earthquakes. We have all got hidden 
talents, and we are thinking about how we can use them to help the 
Nepalese people. Come and share yours with us.  It would be lovely to 
see you all on a Sunday morning. 

Fiona Todd 



  

WORDS  OF  THANKS 
  
Sonya Russell writes ... “Many thanks for the flowers I received from 
the church a few weeks ago.  They were beautiful and much admired on 
our kitchen table.”  

Eunice and Keith Lacey would like to thank the church for their good 
wishes on the occasion of their Golden Wedding Anniversary. 

Jim Ralston would like to thank the church for the lovely flowers 
received after his operation.  

Isa Bell writes ... “Thank you so much for the lovely flowers – a pleasant surprise.  
Thanks again.” 

Sheena and Jimmy Ross would like to thank the church for the lovely 
flowers received after Jimmy’s short stay in hospital. 

Doreen Keith writes ... “Please forward my thanks for the flowers I received from 
the church.  They were really lovely and much appreciated.” 

Hilary Arneil writes ... “Thank you very much for the lovely flowers I received 
after mum died. They were very much appreciated and cheered me up considerably.” 

Moira and John Jamieson write “to convey our sincere thanks for the flowers 
received on Christmas Sunday.  They were really beautiful and much appreciated.” 

Grace McGinness writes ... “Thank you very much for the lovely flowers  
I received recently.  They were very much appreciated.” 

George and Margo Kindness would like to thank the church for the 
lovely flowers received recently. 

Thanks for flowers have also been received from Ella Headrick,  
Nancy Wemyss and Margaret Young. 
 
 
YOUNG  KIRK  CLUB 

The YKC resumes at 6.30pm on Wednesday  
17 February, when children of primary school age are 
welcome to join us. 

Elizabeth McCallum 



  

FLOWER  CIRCLE 
 
  6 March  Mrs A Fernie   
13 March  Mrs M Manning  
20 March  Mrs M Melrose 
27 March  Kirk Session 
  
March Distribution: Jane Blackie 

  3 April  Craft Group      
10 April  Men’s Group 
17 April  Mrs S Ross 
24 April  Ladies Group  
 
April Distribution: Volunteers 

  1 May   Mrs E McCallum     
  8 May   The Eatery 
15 May   Mrs J Innes 
22May   Mrs M Knust 
29 May   Mrs N Dunlop 
 
May Distribution:  Volunteers     

If you would be willing to help occasionally with the distribution  
of flowers after the service or to donate flowers on a particular Sunday, 
please add your name to the Flower Rota on the notice board or speak 
to Rikky McPhee.  You can see her in church or give her a call on  
01383 722544. 
 
 
LIFE  AND  WORK   
 
Copies of “Life and Work” are on the display stand in the 
church foyer.  Subscriptions by post are available – please see 
the magazine for details. 

 

 

 



  

DIRECTORY 

Minister   The Rev Muriel Willoughby  
71a Townhill Road      01383 738487 
email:  muriel.willoughby@btinternet.com  

Session Clerk   Lorraine Brown 
    91 Garvock Hill           01383 723002 

Deputy Session Clerk  Susan Bor 
    14 Knaphill       01383 731944 

Treasurer   Christine McWilliam   
    24 Viewfield Terrace      07798 875618 

Roll Keeper   Gail Anderson  
    10 Daviot Road       01383 731614 

Organist   Elaine Shorthouse      01383 242848 
Church Administrator  Sonya Russell       01383 841660 
Email address   staechurch@standrewserskine.org.uk  
Fabric    Jim Welsh       01383 853103  
Communication (Editor) Eunice Lacey       01383 745828 
Sunday School   Fiona Todd       01383 728057 
Crèche Co-ordinator  Christine Mitchell      01383 724267 
The Guild   Elizabeth McCallum      01383 726095 
Pastoral Care   Fiona Todd       01383 728057 
Hospitality   Hilary Arneil       01383 852317 
Fund Raising   Esther Monro       01383 300079 
Gift Aid   George Walker        01383 720637 
Partner Plan Correspondent 
  and Stewardship  Carolyn Simpson      01383 720651 
Christian Aid   Isobel Walker       01383 720637 
Flower Convener  Rikky McPhee       01383 722544 
Safeguarding   Sandra Stenhouse      01383 728116 
Brownies   Sonia Graham       01383 514179 
Rainbows   Sonya Russell       01383 725313 
Bellyeoman Toddlers  Jackie Cameron        07874 044465 
Ladies Group   Mary McCormack      01383 515188 
Men’s Group   Alex Twaddle       01383 737478 
Craft Group   Eunice Lacey       01383 745828 
Walking Group   Charlie Downie       01383 724728  

Scottish Registered Charity No SC007302 


